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Monthly 
Meetings:

• Equity in 
Education Task 
Force 1st Monday, 
@ 7PM @ Temple 
Concord

• Criminal Justice 
Task Force 2nd 
Tuesday @ 5:15 
PM @ Grace 
Episcopal Church 
(Madison St. ent.) 

• Community 
Violence & Youth 
1st Tuesday @ 
7:00 PM @ 
Southwest CC 
401 South Avenue  

• Youth Council 1st 
Saturday @ 5:00 
PM and 3rd 
Tuesday at 6:00 
PM @ Temple 
Concord

See full calendar of 
events on Page  2

From the ACTS President

What an eventful time this is for ACTS! Exciting. Precarious. Momentous. 
Uncertain. 

If I look in one direction, I see a Syracuse community that desperately needs 
what ACTS can offer: people of faith and moral conscience, standing up, 
speaking out, working together in the cause of justice and equity for all our 

neighbors, not doing what others can do for themselves, but partnering 
especially with those who have historically and systematically been denied access to well-
funded schools, quality housing and good jobs, and who disproportionately continue to be 
discriminated against and deprived of what so many of us take for granted. The public and 
social justice efforts of faith communities and people of good will are as important as ever. 

If I look in a different direction, this is what I see: an ACTS organization bubbling with new 
energy and direction. The hiring of a lead community organizer. Joining the Faith in Action 
national network. A strategic planning process nearing completion. Task forces re-shaping their 
work in significant ways: promoting cash bail reform; examining educational disparities 
among local school districts; addressing the plague of urban violence. Identifying and 
developing new leaders. The steady growth of the “Race Matters” book club. The continued 
effectiveness of the Youth Council and the Moving People Transportation Coalition. Developing 
alliances with partners like OG’s Against Gun Violence, Alternatives to Violence (AVP), and the 
Urban Jobs Task Force. ACTS is on the job every day, ready for more. 

And if I look in yet another direction, here’s what I see: an ACTS organization striving for greater 
presence and impact in community decision-making. As noted above, ACTS has areas of 
strength, but it also has areas in need of improvement. Five areas, in particular, spring to mind: 
(1) Expanding the number of member organizations—both urban and suburban—with a special 
focus on building a more diversified and inclusive membership base. (2) Recruiting, training 
and developing new leaders. (3) Increasing the diversity of our leaders, especially in terms of 
persons of color and persons with limited income—which also means learning to operate in 
new ways. (4) Improving our financial capacity and sustainability. (5) Increasing staff, in order 
to help lead critical new initiatives and to more fully represent the diversity of ACTS and the 
Syracuse community. 

What do you see, when you look at ACTS? In the end, ACTS is what we choose to make it. So too, 
by the way, is the Syracuse community itself—what We as citizens choose to make it. We’re 
stronger and better, more organized and more powerful, when we work together—especially in 
the face of all that seeks to divide and disempower us. Working together benefits ALL of us, no 
matter where we live, work or worship. 

For justice and mercy, 
Craig French
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ACTS Equity in Education Task Force (Formerly Pre-K), Monday, November 5th at 7:00 PM, 
Temple Concord 

ACTS Strategic Planning, Wednesday, November 7th at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Communication Team, Thursday, November 8th at 1:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Research and Action Committee, Thursday, November 8th at 5:00 (note time change), 
Temple Concord 

Criminal Justice Task Force Meeting, Tuesday, November 13th at 5:15 PM, Grace Episcopal 
Church, 819 Madison Street 

ACTS Leadership Council and Strategic Planning Retreat, Sunday, November 18th 3:00—7:00 
PM at University United Methodist Church. All individual members and individuals from 
membership organizations and congregations are encouraged to attend. 

Arraignment Court Watching Training, Monday, November 19th at 5:30 PM, Brady Faith 
Center, 404 South Avenue 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club discussion of “Sing, Unburied, Sing” by Jesmyn Ward, Monday, 
November 26th at 7:00 PM, First Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse (109 Waring Road at 
Nottingham Rd.).  For more information contact Peter Sarver at petersarveracts@gmail.com  

Spring Banquet Committee, Tuesday, November 27th  

Moving People Steering Committee, Thursday, November 29th 

ACTS Board Meeting, Thursday, November 29th 

ACTS Organizational Calendar – November 2018 

ACTS stands in solidarity with our Jewish brothers and sisters  

and rejects hatred and violence wherever they appear.

mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
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ACTS Pre-K task force was formed to advocate for the 
youngest learners in the city of Syracuse. A group of 
like-minded individuals came together to work for 3 & 
4 year olds who lived in the city of Syracuse and did 
not have access to high quality Pre-K. The value of Pre-
K for 3 & 4 year olds is well documented and can start a 
child on the road to success in school and beyond. 
These like-minded individuals associated with ACTS 
and Parents for Public Schools adopted a slogan of “all-
day Pre-K for all 4 year olds in the Syracuse City School 
District” and to that end their advocacy work was a 
resounding success. Task Force members advocated for 
increasing seats and funds for Pre-K by meeting with 
legislators, meeting with the mayor and relentlessly 
bringing the issue of the importance of Pre-K to the 
conversation at the political and personal levels. 
Members traveled to Albany to meet with legislators, 
along with community members of the Early Childcare 
Council.  

Through collaboration with staff from the SCSD, city of 
Syracuse Common Council members and individual 
community members, the ACTS Task Force put the  
needs of the city’s youngest learners first and foremost.                     

In 2013 the SCSD created 15 new Pre-K classes,  

providing space for 170 new full-day placements and 
converting 52 classroom seats form half-day to full-day. 
The SCSD added 365 new seats for 3 & 4 year olds after 
being awarded grants from the state in 2015. The 3 & 
4 year olds in the city of Syracuse have truly benefited 
from the advocacy work of ACTS and the collaboration 
of the SCSD! 

Now the Pre-K Task Force has shifted its lens and is 
looking at how best to serve all of the students in the 
SCSD and Onondaga county. After careful 
consideration and discussion, readings and meetings, 
the Task Force has decided to educate itself and delve 
into the issue of integration of the schools in 
Onondaga County. 
There is a startling 
difference between 
test scores and 
graduation rates 
among suburban 
school districts that 
ring the Syracuse 
City Schools and the 
SCSD. Are all of the 
students in 
Onondaga County receiving the same quality 
education - and if not, is there something that ACTS 
can do to bring attention to the disparities and bring 
about change? To this end the Task Force has adopted a 
new name and will now be called - the Equity in 
Education Task Force. Members plan to spend this 
year researching the issue, talking to experts in the 
area and assessing the feasibility of any plan or actions 
that may ensure all of our students have access to a 
high quality education. Many of the previous members 
are still involved but we are always looking for new 
members and new collaborations. Please consider 
joining us, all are welcome!   

Equity in Education Task Force (Formerly Pre-K) 

The 3 & 4 year olds in the city of 
Syracuse have truly benefited from 
the advocacy work of ACTS and the 

collaboration of the SCSD.
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In April, the Criminal Justice Task Force voted to focus on 
Bail and Bond Reform for the coming months and 
participated in a state-wide campaign collaborating to 
bring about this reform.  The ACTS Criminal Justice Task 
Force focus of bail and bond reform is under way with an 
Arraignment Court Watching Project in partnership with 
Unchained, a recently founded, non-profit organization 
in Syracuse.  Court Watching Trainings took place in 

September and in 
October at Grace 
Episcopal Church and 
Hopps Memorial C.M.E. 
Church.  Forty-one 
people have been 
trained.  More than two 
hundred arraignments 
have now been 

documented by Court 
Watchers and their data-entered by a Syracuse University 
intern.  This project is supported by Onondaga County 
Assigned Counsel Program Director and Lawyers, Jail 
Ministry, and other allies.  A third Court Watching 
Training is scheduled for Monday, November 19th at 
5:50 PM at the Brady Faith Center, 404 South Ave.  All 
are welcome to attend and be trained. 

ACTS Criminal Justice Task Force members have been 
active in a coalition of over fifteen organizations which 

planned and hosted two local educational events in the 
Spring of 2018.  The events focused on issues including 
bail reform, speedy trial, solitary confinement and 
quality assigned counsel. A third coalition event is 
planned for mid-November, 2018 which will focus on 
issues needing justice reform, state legislation, 
education and advocacy, and will coordinate with a 
number of statewide campaigns.  More information will 
be shared with ACTS members as details become firm. 

The Criminal Justice Task Force will continue to focus on 
restorative services and programs for youth in the Justice 
Center and on quality assigned legal counsel for those 
unable to afford legal representation when accused of a 
crime in Onondaga County. 

Criminal Justice Task Force

Join us at future meetings and trainings.  All are welcome!   

• Criminal Justice Task Force Meeting:  
 Tuesday, November 13th at 5:15 PM, Grace Episcopal Church, 819 Madison Street 

•    Arraignment Court Watching Training:   
 Monday, November 19th at 5:30 PM, Brady Faith Center, 404 South Avenue 
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Race Matters Book Club 
“Sing, Unburied, Sing” by Jesmyn Ward to be discussed on November 26 @ 7 PM

“Race Matters” Book Club, sponsored by ACTS, continues its 
monthly exploration of written material, both fiction and 

non-fiction, providing 
insights into the dynamics 
of race relations in our 
society, the lives of African-
Americans and other people 
of color, and white 
privilege’s role in systemic 
racism.  

The location of the 4th 
Monday of the month 
gatherings rotates to 
different sites.  In October, 
more than 30 participants 

met at All Saints Catholic Church.  As dictated by the turn-
out, a number of small groups are used to give everyone an 
opportunity to share their thoughts.  Open, free & welcome 
to all readers! 

TIME magazine featured the author and book in September 
2017:  “Jesmyn Ward, heir to Faulkner, probes the specter of 
race in the South” - “ ‘To understand the world, you must first 
understand a place like Mississippi’ goes a line often 
attributed to William Faulkner.  More than half a century 
later, Jesmyn Ward may be the newest bard of global 
wisdom.  The writer rocketed to literary fame in 2011 when 
she won the National Book Award for her second novel, 
Salvage the Bones, a lyrical Hurricane Katrina tale. … Six 

years and two nonfiction books later, Ward has returned to 
fiction, to Bois Sauvage [fictional Mississippi Gulf Coast 
hamlet], with Sing, Unburied, Sing, a mystical story about 
race, family and the long shadow of history.” 

The New York Review of Books tells us that “Ward’s story is 
told by three narrators. Two—thirteen-year-old Jojo and his 
mother, Leonie—live in the present, and the third—a boy 
named Richie who is about the same age as Jojo—is a ghost. 
The novel opens in the words of Jojo on his thirteenth 
birthday: ‘I like to think I know what death is. I like to think 
that it’s something I could look at straight.’ … 

The literary accomplishment of Sing, Unburied, Sing has 
been widely appreciated: it received glowing reviews and 
won the National Book Award for fiction. Having traveled the 
modern school-to-prison pipeline around the US, I find this 
book important 
for another 
reason. In 
research 
institutes and 
departments of 
education, 
children like 
Jojo and their 
families are data. 
The data are essential, and it is crucial that the magnitude of 
the problem of mass incarceration be made visible. But data 
only tell part of the story.” 

“The data are essential,  
and it is crucial that the 

magnitude of the problem of 
mass incarceration be made 
visible. But data only tell part 

of the story.”

10/29/2018 Jewish Community Center, Dewitt

The November 26 discussion will be held at 
First Unitarian Universalist Society of 
Syracuse, 109 Waring Road at Nottingham 
Road, just east of Drumlins Country Club.  
Access to the parking lot is off Waring Road. For more 
info, email Peter Sarver  petersarveracts@gmail.com 

mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
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Community Violence and Youth Task Force 

The ACTS Community Violence and Youth (CV&Y) Task Force is 
co-chaired by Coran Klaver, Clifford Ryan, and Timothy Kirkland.  
The group continues its dual focus approach to confronting 
violence in a number of Syracuse’s poorest neighborhood, 
collaborating with OGs Against Gun Violence and the ACTS 
Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP). The CV&Y Task Force 
responded to the recent epidemic of lethal violence in the city 
by organizing “On the Ground with OGs” Community walks in 
neighborhoods most affected by this violence. Walks were 
scheduled soon after an event in an effort to counter the 
negative narratives and traumatic effects of these violent 
incidents with a response of community solidarity and anti-
violence. 

In collaboration with OGs (Our Generations) Against Gun Violence, the CV&Y Task Force organized three walks and 
both attended a city-wide prayer vigil and a family vigil for the cousin of one of the task force’s newest member, 
Pastor Nitch Jones of Believer’s Chapel. The most recent of these walks was near Danforth Middle School, in 
response to the October 21st shooting of two young teenaged boys. This walk was attended by two teachers from 
Danforth Middle School, Democratic Congressional Candidate Dana Balter, Pastor Nitch Jones, local community 
developer Devon Eure, an Intern Minister from First Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse, Aran Brewer, a 
teacher from PSLA Fowler who has lost over twelve current and former students to violence, and a women whose 
family was the target of the Midland Avenue shooting in September—our most diverse and representative walk, with 
about twenty walkers altogether. When we walked on the Northside, we were joined by neighbors that walked with 
us in honor of James Springer III and in defiance of the violence that killed him. 

The CV&Y Task Force’s other major collaboration is with the Alternatives to Violence Project. Task Force co-chair Coran 
Klaver continues to do outreach to agencies, institutions, and groups to find ways expand the community-building 
and nonviolence trainings developed by AVP out into the communities. We are exploring and developing 
collaborations with Believer’s Chapel, Felons on the Move, the Shonnard Street Boys and Girls Club, and the Clean 
and Sober Unit at the Justice Center.  A meeting was held with Sgt. Thomas McDowell at the Justice Center to see 
about how AVP might be made available to that population to create a program for the Justice Center. One thing 
that is clear from the increased interest in the Alternatives to Violence model, is that we need more capacity in the 
form of facilitators. Toward that end, the Advanced AVP Workshops will be offered for those who took the Basic 
Workshop in August, or at another time in the past. We plan to offer this  workshop now on Nov. 30th - 2nd. There are 
currently eight people committed to this workshop. Once they have complete this workshop, they will have one 
more workshop to complete to become AVP facilitators themselves. 
(continued next page) 

Clifford Ryan of OGs Against Gun Violence 
leads a Southside Anti-violence Walk
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The Community Violence and Youth Task Force is also 
exploring the possibility of collaborating more regularly with 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Syracuse. We are planning to offer 
a full basic AVP Workshop over five days of the February break 
for staff and youth at the Shonnard St. Boys and Girls Club.  
Deka Dancil, Program Director, is working to create weekend 
late-night programming for youth at the Club to give them 
positive, safe place and engaging activities. We want to 
support her efforts by hosting some of these events, providing 
chaperones and volunteers, or whatever else she needs. This is 
an emergent initiative.  Stay tuned for more details. 

Please join us at any of our CV&Y Task Force meetings.  We would love to have additional members! 

Moving People Transportation Coalition

With ACTS heading up a broad network of 
organizations and groups, the Moving People 
Transportation Coalition is in its fifth year of social 
justice advocacy for transportation issues, 
particularly the choice of a replacement alternative 
for the I-81 viaduct in the center of the city.  We 
expect the NYS DOT to release its Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement [DEIS] early in 
2019.  You will have an opportunity then to express 
your views on their technical information. 

Moving People strong supports the Community Grid alternative as the best possible approach to 
addressing concerns of revitalizing the city of Syracuse as the economic hub of the region.  

The Community Grid, designed by the DOT, permits through-traffic to bypass downtown by re-routing I-81 along the 
current I-481.  It adds two new interchanges at Crouse and Irving off I-690 to smooth travel to/from University Hill 
and eliminates the need for a boulevard along Almond Street. The Community Grid is the compromise that permits 
limited access high speed travel along the old I-81 north of downtown.  It will free up “dead-space” land to be 
repurposed for the development of business and housing between the Hill, Downtown and South Side. 
With election day on November 6 fast approaching, Moving People asks you to consider the I-81 positions of 
candidates for public office.   Congressional candidate Dana Balter favors the Community Grid while Congressman 
Katko prefers keeping I-81 going through the center of the city [meaning a tunnel or rebuilt viaduct].  

Watch them debate at:  https://cnycentral.com/news/local/watch-full-cnycentral-congressional-debate-between-katko-
balter  (The segment on I-81 begins at minute 20; just drag the dot on the clockline to the right.)

ACTS Members join OGs Against Gun 
Violence for a Rapid Response Anti-Violence 
Walk on the Northside of Syracuse

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/watch-full-cnycentral-congressional-debate-between-katko-balter
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/watch-full-cnycentral-congressional-debate-between-katko-balter
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/watch-full-cnycentral-congressional-debate-between-katko-balter
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/watch-full-cnycentral-congressional-debate-between-katko-balter
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Rahma Health Clinic 7th Annual Fundraising Dinner  
Sunday, November 4th at 5:00 PM, Drumlins.  For information contact rahmahealth@gmail.com  

Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) Monthly Meeting  
Monday November 5th 7:00-8:30 pm @ Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid Ave. 

Election Day - Tuesday, November 6th – Election Day.  Polls are open 6:00 AM – 9:00 PM. 

13th Annual CNY RISE Friendship Dinner  
Wednesday, November 7th, 6:00 PM, at the CNY RISE Center 275 West Seneca Turnpike.  
The event features “The Impact of Poverty on Education” by SCSD Superintendent, Jaime Alicea. 
Please RSVP via cnyrise@gmail.com by November 2nd.  

Listening Session on Community Violence hosted by the CNY Regional Organizers of the Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. Thursday, November 8th from 7:00 - 9:00 
PM at University United Methodist Church, 324 University Ave. For more information email 
cnypoorpeoplescampaign@gmail.com    

Meet and Greet New Pastor and First Lady of Hopps Memorial CME Church, 
Dr. Bruce W. Burns, Sr. and Mrs. Natasha Burns 
Saturday, November 10th at 4:00 PM, Hopps Memorial CME Church, 1110 S. State St. 

Circle Up:  Film and Discussion Moderated by ACTS Community Organizer, Linda Malik 
Thursday, November 14th from 6:30 – 8:30 PM at ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. For more 
information http://artragegallery.org/circle-up-film-screening-and-discussion/  

Break Bread with L’Arche  
Thursday, November 15th at 6:00 PM, Barbagallo’s - Dinner, dancing, silent auction and raffles.  
Call 315-479-8088 or go online to www.larchesyracuse.org News & Events for information. 

Hopps Memorial CME Church 89th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, November 18th, 10:30 AM morning worship. 

St. Lucy’s Pasta Feast  
Thursday, November 29th in the Gym. Call the Rectory for information and reservations at (315) 
4755-7273.  

Advanced Alternatives to Violence Project Workshop 
Friday November 30th - Sunday December 2nd at Friends Meeting House,  
821 Euclid Ave. 

ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - November 2018 
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http://artragegallery.org/circle-up-film-screening-and-discussion/
http://www.larchesyracuse.org
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