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From the ACTS President

I hope you were among the some 450 community and faith leaders who attended ACTS’ annual banquet 
last month. If you weren’t able to be there, you missed a great evening, highlighted by the honoring of 
four tireless champions of social justice: Fr. Fred Daley, Clifford Ryan, Ona Cohn Bergman and Sandy 
Baker. I was struck by a theme that ran through all of their remarks: how blest they are to have had their 
hearts and lives “captured” by those who wake each morning (in the words of keynote speaker, Bishop 
Dwayne Royster) to the realization that someone is standing on their necks, endangering their very 
existence. The awareness of injustice and systemic oppression in the lives of others is what motivates our 
four honorees to live and work for meaningful change. 

In the closing section of his well-received keynote message, Bishop Royster called attention to two realities: the lack (or failure) of 
moral imagination; and the hard work and cost that will be required for true change to happen. In lamenting the absence of 
moral imagination, Bishop Royster did not chastise us for being weak or immoral or bad. Rather, he pointed to the key difference 
that exists, on the one hand, between moral vision - moral values - moral beliefs - moral conscience and, on the other hand, moral 
imagination. It is one thing, he seemed to say, to earnestly and sincerely lay claim to moral behavior; but a far different thing to 
possess moral imagination—the ability to clearly and concretely envision a world that consistently embodies all that we hold true 
and dear and beautiful—and then to let that moral imagination not just fill our eyes, but actually drive our decisions and actions in 
every moment of life. 

A wonderful example of moral imagination (and/or political pragmatism) is found in Michael Hudson’s book, and forgive them 
their debts (2018). Hudson is a Distinguished Research Professor of Economics, Wall Street financial analyst, and President of the 
Institute for the Study of Long-Term Economic Trends. For more than three decades, he has studied the economic history of 
ancient civilizations and has found multiple examples of periodic general debt forgiveness, decreed by political authorities. Those 
authorities were not overly beneficent or soft-hearted in motivation, but acted out of self-interest—including an ability to read the 
social tea leaves, understand what was at stake, and recognize what it would take to avoid economic (and political) disaster.  

What those imaginative and skillful leaders saw happening in their ancient societies was something we know all too well today: 
how monied interests (especially big monied interests), left to their own devices, will seek to advance their own wealth, influence 
and power to the disadvantage of everyone else. Worse, those rulers understood that an ever widening gap between rich and 
poor, haves and have-nots, would eventually threaten the stability of society itself. The amassing of staggering sums of money 
and the power to lord it over others through debt financing would not just tip the scales of justice but topple the social and 
political structure. 

The solution in the ancient world? A general debt amnesty or cancellation (with exceptions for debt speculators!), in order to 
restore balance to the economic playing field—in effect, wiping the slate clean and giving folk a chance to start over. Students of 
Hebrew Scripture will recognize this as the “Jubilee Year” concept (Leviticus 25), along with its Christian parallel (Luke 4). Yet 
scholars have debated whether the Jubilee Year was actually practiced or was purely theoretical, idealistic and utopian. Hudson’s 
book provides ample evidence of its usage in ancient times in the Near East. 

My point isn’t about the value of debt relief or debt forgiveness (or reparations to African Americans, for that matter)—though 
those are all definitely worth discussing. My point, rather, is about the importance of thinking and acting imaginatively ... 
creatively ... outside the box ... big picture ... even redemptively ... if we are to be serious about addressing social injustice in 
Syracuse. Moral imagination isn’t just about dreaming big; it’s about envisioning a society that works for everyone, then bringing 
that vision to life. Moral imagination undergirds and inspires true moral action. 
Craig French, President 
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ACTS Organizational Calendar – May, 2019 

Critical Issues Community Forum

On Saturday, May 18, 2019 from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM at the Well of 
Hope Church, 1640 South Avenue there will be a community forum to 
discuss critical issues facing families living in Syracuse, New York. The forum 
will discuss how the I-81 project; the Syracuse Surge; & Blueprint 15 will 
impact job creation, workforce development, public school realignment, 
church and business relocation.  The New York Civil Liberties Union (NYACLU), 
The Allyn Foundation, Urban Jobs Task Force, Syracuse City School District, 
ACTS, Center State CEO and elected officials have been invited to share information with residents about these initiatives 
and projects. 

This event is sponsored by the: Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, the Covenant Fellowship of Churches and the 
Northeastern District Baptist Association. 

ACTS White Privilege Training Sessions - Tuesdays, April 30th, May 7th, May 28th and June 6th, 6:30-8:30 PM at May 
Memorial. Advanced registration required. 

ACTS Youth Council – Saturday,May 4th, 5:00 PM at Temple Concord  

ACTS Equity in Education Task Force - Monday, May 6th t at 7:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Community Violence & Youth Task Force - Tuesday, May 7th, 7:00 PM at Southwest Community Center 

Faith in Action/ACTS 1 on 1 Training for Clergy and Faith Leaders - Monday, May 20th, 5:30 PM at Living Waters Church (121 
Huron Street) 

ACTS Youth Council – Tuesday, May 21st, 6:00 PM at Temple Concord 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
ACTS Criminal Justice Task Force -  Tuesday, May 21st, 5:15 PM at location TBA 

ACTS June Newsletter Items Due – Tuesday, May 21st to Linda Mulvey at lindamulvey@acts-syracuse.org   

ACTS Board Meeting, Thursday, May 23rd, 5:30 PM, Temple Concord  

ACTS Race Matters Book Club –“If Beale Street Could Talk” by James Baldwin. Monday, June 10th, 7:00 PM, location TBA (no 
meeting in May) For more information contact Peter Sarver at petersarveracts@gmail.com 

ACTS Leadership Council Meeting - Tuesday, June 11th, 7:00 PM at location TBA 

photo courtesy of Syracuse.com
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On April 9th, ACTS held its 20th anniversary banquet. As we recognize the important racial and social justice work ACTS 
has done over the years, it remains essential that we take an unflinching look at the state of our community. While 
positive movement certainly has been made, Syracuse continues to remain deeply racially segregated and in many 
areas, profound levels of poverty exist.  

In 2019, ACTS put into its strategic planning initiatives to begin efforts to address white privilege. In doing so, we are 
better equipped to understand the longstanding harmful impacts of systemic racism and the resulting oppression that 
harms, and kills, too many of our neighbors. We must also acknowledge the benefits white people have always gained 
from our nation's systemic racism, 400 years after the first Africans were enslaved. I made a plea that this kind of 
education and training be made community-wide, and stated that ACTS would offer a four-session workshop which 
began on April 30th. There is much work to do and more engagement is needed if we are to truly help residents and 
public officials understand the de facto racial practices that continue to unfairly disenfranchise and hurt too many in our 
community. Bishop Royster's keynote address challenged us to reimagine a new Syracuse for, if we don't, we will 
continue to live into someone else's imagination where love remains absent.  

The day following the banquet, Bishop Royster and Rev. Bruce McKay, Faith in Action's (FIA) NY representative, held a 
faith leader training for seven represented congregations. There was intimate sharing from BIG questions that powerfully 
created true connection within the room. We were guided through the Theology of Resistance: encounter, disruption, 
reimagination and prophetic action. To keep the momentum going, each faith leader agreed to speak to 10 of their 
parishioners to invite them to a training held at Living Water Church of God in Christ on May 20th led by Bishop Royster 
and other FIA staff.  Participants were also asked to engage with at least one other faith leader and ask them to do the 
same. Our stretch goal is to have 70 or more people at training. We were reminded to reimagine the future WE choose to 
create and refuse to live into the imagination of OTHERS! This is the way we rebuild ACTS where many folks are organized 
and trained to bring justice to our community. Please contact me if you want to participate in this training on May 20th – 
All are welcome and we need your engagement and love!  For information contact me, Linda Malik, at (315)416-6363 or 
acts.cny@gmail. com 

Linda Malik, ACTS Organizer: 315-416-6363 acts.cny@gmail.com. 
Type to enter text

Community Organizer Update 

ACTS Membership Drive 

ACTS is working hard to build its membership base.  Currently there are two opportunities for membership.  
One is a Congregational or Organizational membership.  In this case all members of the congregation or 
organization have membership in ACTS.  In addition, Individual memberships are available.  Individual 
memberships provide the opportunity for any interested people, even if they are not connected to a 
member organization. Become an individual member today or encourage others to get involved!   Click on 
this link to access the Individual Membership form and additional information on our website.  An annual 
individual membership is only $25. 

Individual membership offer any interested person an opportunity to become more directly involved with 
the work of ACTS. Individual members are considered to be delegates at our Leadership Council meeting.

https://www.acts-syracuse.org/admissions
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/admissions
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/admissions
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/admissions
mailto:acts.cny@gmail
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
mailto:acts.cny@gmail
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
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Many people and organizations played key roles in 
making the ACTS 2019 Spring Banquet such a success.  
We had 450 people in attendance, including d faith 
leaders, state and local officials: Colleen Deacon, 
representing Gov. Cuomo, Mayor Ben Walsh, County 
Executive Ryan McMahon; Common Councilor Joe 
Driscoll, County Legislator Linda Ervin, Superintendent 

Jaime Alicea, County Legislator Monica Williams, Carol Boll representing Senator 
Rachel May, Dan Petrick representing Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli, and Police Chief 
Kenton Buckner. Clearly, many in Syracuse support the work of ACTS!  Attendees 
enjoyed sharing a meal together and honoring our award winners, Father Fred Daley, 
Clifford Ryan, Ona Cohn Bregman and Sandy Baker.  Words of inspiration were 
delivered by ACTS Executive Director Peter Sarver, President Craig French, Community 
Organizer Linda Malik, Bishop Dwayne Royster of Faith in Action and Angela Douglas, 
ACTS Board Member.  Music was provided by Joe Driscoll. 

We are grateful for the generosity of our Spring Banquet Sponsors at all levels.  They 
include:              

Gold Level – All Saints Catholic Church, Service Employees International Union 1199 
and St. Lucy’s Catholic Church 

Silver Level – Allyn Family Foundation, Catholic Charities – Diocese of Syracuse, 
Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas, McMahon for Onondaga County, Pebble Hill 
Presbyterian Church, Plymouth Congregational Church, St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, 
University United Methodist Church 

Bronze Level – Dave & Marge Babcock, Ona Cohn Bregman, Bousquet & Holstein 
PLLC, Linda Mulvey, The Dorothy & Marshall Reisman Foundation, First Unitarian 
Universalist Society 

Sustainers – Magna Bayoumi, CenterState CEO, Barry Lentz, Karen & Warren Machall, 
Peter Sarver, Mark Savad & Rev. Terry Culbertson 

Patrons – Gertrude Danzy, Paul & Luanne DeFelice, Mary Ann Dobe, Nancy Gwin, 
Hansen’s Advisory Service, InterFaith Works 

Sponsor for Youth Reservations – The Ahmad and Elizabeth El-Hindi Foundation 

Spring Banquet Program Ads – Assemblyman William Magnarelli, Senator Rachel May, Mannion Copani Attorneys at 
Law, Century 21 Arquette Properties, Cicero Family Dental, Mario & Slavo’s Pizza, Rahma Clinic, Genesee Cleaners, Islamic 
Society of CNY, Immaculate Conception Parish, Jewish Community Center of Syracuse, Pascale Catering at Drumlins, 
Cooperation Federal, JF Real Estate, L’Arche Syracuse, Beer Belly Deli and Pub, The Printing Center 

We would like to thank Theresa Gavagan, Chairperson of the Spring Banquet Committee and all of the Committee 
members and others who worked behind the scenes on every aspect of the event.  Finally, we thank management and 
staff of Pascale Catering at Drumlins for their attentive service. 

ACTS 2019 Spring Banquet - A Big Success!

Fr. Fred Daley 

Clifford Ryan 

Ona Cohn Bregman 

Sandy Baker 

Bishop Dwayne Royster 

All photos by Vanessa Campbell



Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse May, 2019

�5

Community Violence and Youth Task Force 
  

This month the ACTS Community Violence and Youth Task Force continued its partnership with the Alternatives to 
Violence Project. We offered another Basic AVP workshop April 26th-28th at Atonement Lutheran Church. Eight 
participants completed this workshop, including three from the Center for Community Alternatives. We are planning an 
Advanced AVP Workshop, focused on Trauma Awareness and Resiliency, June 7th-9th, also at Atonement Lutheran 
Church. The task force is also partnering with the Alternative to Violence Project to work to start a “Landing Strip” group 
here in Syracuse.  Landing Strip is a group of men and women who meet to offer a welcoming hand to those who are 
going through the transition back to society. We have learned that often the most difficult bid begins upon release from 
prison. Landing Strip serves those interested in finding a safe place where the challenges of transition can be shared 
openly and most importantly, understood by those who have already "been there" and faced the same 
challenges. Although Landing Strip does not provide direct services such as housing, job references, food or clothing, 
participants do "check-in" with each other and network to provide support and connections to resources. What a 
Landing Strip group provides most importantly is a continuing "community based on honesty, respect and caring." 
Participants share current information that is helpful in the transition process, as well as honest friendship and moral 
support. 
The Community Violence and Youth Task Force also continues to work closely with Clifford Ryan’s organization, OGs 
Against Violence. Now that the warmer weather is returning, we are developing a plan for monthly “On the Ground with 
OGs” walks in different neighborhoods within the city. On Sunday, April 28th, Clifford Ryan led an On the Ground with 
OGs walk through the Westcott neighborhood in honor of Alek Kuethping who was shot on Easter Sunday and who died 
several days later of her injuries. 

Contact Coran Klaver at ccklaver@syracuse.edu for more information.

Brian Moore Podcast Interview of Clifford Ryan 

Clifford Ryan, founder of OG’s Against Violence and ACTS 2019 Social Just Leadership Recognition Award  

recipient, was interviewed by Brian Moore. To hear this compelling interview, click on either of the links below: 

https://soundcloud.com/user-251124901/52-conversations-week-4-cr 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/52-conversations-week-4-cr/id1416923744?i=1000416537545&mt=2 

Brian Moore is an ACTS Board Member and owner of Moore About You. Moore About You preserves the history of 
individuals through the creation of quality biographical documentaries and other informative pieces for the 
enjoyment and education of family members and friends of present and future generations.

https://soundcloud.com/user-251124901/52-conversations-week-4-cr
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/52-conversations-week-4-cr/id1416923744?i=1000416537545&mt=2
mailto:ccklaver@syracuse.edu
https://soundcloud.com/user-251124901/52-conversations-week-4-cr
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/52-conversations-week-4-cr/id1416923744?i=1000416537545&mt=2
mailto:ccklaver@syracuse.edu
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10/29/2018 Jewish Community Center, Dewitt

Moving People Transportation Coalition                                                                                                                           
Peter Sarver, Convener

ACTS was the key agent in organizing the Moving People Transportation Coalition in 2013. We have seen the I-81 replacement 
as a significant social justice issue for our community. After a period of intensive study, Moving People endorsed the Community 
Grid (CG) as the best alternative for the city and the region. Our advocacy has been confirmed by the choice of the Community 
Grid through the DEIS (Draft Environmental Impact Statement) of the NYS Department of Transportation. Moving People is 
prepared to offer informed speakers for your congregation or other groups to help interpret this important development. Please 
contact us at MovingPeopleCNY@gmail.com. 

This major breakthrough in the multi-process year of community engagement “once in a lifetime” infrastructure decision is just 
the end of the beginning. Although the 15,000 page DEIS has been posted on the DOT’s website at https://www.dot.ny.gov/

i81opportunities/library it will take much time for CG advocates to absorb the relevant details. We will endeavor to keep 
readers of ACTS E-News apprised of developments. There will be public meetings starting in June, followed by a public comment 
period. The final Record of Decision is not expected until a year from now. 

Although most of us are “anxious” about the impact of a project expected to take 5 years, it is important to point out that the 
actual demolition and constructions process will be staged in such a way that particular elements of the systemic changes in our 
regional transportation roadways will not all be done at the same time. For example, the first focus will be improvements to the 
current I-481 corridor (the new I-81) separating Syracuse and Dewitt. Then there will be a new interchange at Irving & Crouse off 
of I-690 to ease traffic flow to/from The Hill. Progression along a timeline will mean adjustment time for all of us. ACTS will 
continue to follow unfolding social justice issues and keep you in the loop for public action.

ACTS Member Participates in YWCA Walk Against Racism 

Dave Babcock, Past President of ACTS, participated in the YWCA 
Community Walk Against Racism on April 23rd and has these 
thoughts to share, “I think and feel that racism remains a huge 
issue in our country. Both our personal biases (many of which are 
subconscious) and many of our society's structures have racism 
embedded within them that we must change. Coming together to 
commit to stopping racism is a good first step. So, yesterday about 
100 of us walked a mile or so from the YWCA on Douglas Street to 
City Hall where we were met by Mayor Walsh and County Executive 
McMahon who proclaimed April 23rd as a day to take a stand 
against racism. As a second step, I think that all white people need 
to take a fresh look at our history of privilege and taking advantage 
of people of color.” 

mailto:MovingPeopleCNY@gmail.com
https://www.dot.ny.gov/i81opportunities/library
https://www.dot.ny.gov/i81opportunities/library
mailto:MovingPeopleCNY@gmail.com
https://www.dot.ny.gov/i81opportunities/library
https://www.dot.ny.gov/i81opportunities/library
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Race Matters Book Club 
“If Beale Street Could Talk” by James Baldwin                        
Monday,  June 10th, 7pm at location TBD

10/29/2018 Jewish Community Center, Dewitt

“If Beale Street Could Talk” by James Baldwin is the next “read” by the ACTS sponsored 
“Race Matters” Book Club on June 10.  Certainly the name and fame of James Baldwin 
is well established for most people.  Of his many novels however, we may be less 
familiar with this one.  Time for a deep dive back to the publication date of 1974.  How 
have things changed…or stayed the same? 

One reader noted, “This is a classic novel that I should've read a long time ago, but never did. I'm reading (actually, 
listening) to it now because the movie adaptation is about to be released. This is a love story complete with the 
stereotypes of the time. A black man in jail because of a corrupt justice system. A young woman pregnant with the child 
of the incarcerated. Black families struggling with their morality and with each other. It's been awhile since I heard 
phrases like "that cat" and "my pad" so it took a minute for my ear to get adjusted to the time travel. Anyway, I'm glad I 
read it and would recommend that you add this to your reading list, if nothing else than the fact it is a classic novel.” 

So, you can read, listen to and/or watch “If Beale Street Could Talk” and join us for our next meeting. We have routinely 
met on the 4th Monday of the month, but will shift gears in May and June.  Due to a conflict with another ACTS 
sponsored event, the next gathering of the group will be held on Monday June 10 @ 7 PM.  Location: TBA.  In April, the 
book club included 15 persons from 10 different congregations.  Come join us for another lively discussion! 

The book club is open to all willing to tackle tough social issues in the context of white privilege and systemic 

racism.  There is no expectation of participation from session to session.  The gathering site varies from month to 

month.  For more information on the book club, go to https://www.acts-syracuse.org/ 

ACTS Individual Membership Drive 

Le Moyne College: A Spirituality of Aging Series @ 1 p.m. on the following dates: 

• May 6: “Coming Closer and Spending More Time with God” — Father Louis Sogliuzzo, S.J., St. 
Augustine Church, Baldwinsville, Christ the King Retreat House; Grewen Auditorium. 
• May 22: “Getting Ready — Life Planning — Death and Dying” — Sister Kathleen, OSF, Francis House, 
Syracuse; Grewen Auditorium. 
• May 29: “Spirituality of Aging” — Father John Rose, pastor, St. Vincent de Paul Church, Syracuse; 
Grewen Auditorium. 

For more information - CLICK HERE 

https://www.lemoyne.edu/Academics/Colleges-Schools-Centers/Purcell-School-of-Professional-Studies/Center-for-Aging-Resources-and-Enrichment/Spirituality-in-Aging
https://www.lemoyne.edu/Academics/Colleges-Schools-Centers/Purcell-School-of-Professional-Studies/Center-for-Aging-Resources-and-Enrichment/Spirituality-in-Aging
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/
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26th Annual Dorothy Day Dinner - Thursday, May 2nd, Honoring Carol Powless and Beth and Dick Putnam. A donation of 
$10-$15/per person or $25-$30/family for a pasta dinner and an evening of camaraderie and fun. For reservations - call Sister 
Pat Bergan at (315) 422-2244. 

Sandwich Saturday, If We Eat They Eat Campaign – Saturdays, May 4th, 11th, 28th and 25th from 10 – 11:00 AM, 1613 
Lincoln Middle School Cafeteria. John We Rise Above the Streets to make sandwiches and hygiene packs. 

Ramadan Dinner at Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas – Tuesday, May 7th at 7:30 PM.  Halal and Kosher Ramadan dinner 
following “Maghrib Prayer” and “United Against Violence” presentation. Contact CNY Rise for more information at 
(315)552-1544. 

L’Arche Annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale in Shop City Plaza – Wednesday through Sunday, May 8 – 12th. 

6th Annual CNY Rise Ramadan Dinner – Thursday, May 9th at CNY Rise Center 275 W. Seneca Turnpike, “United Against 
Violence” presentation at 7:30 PM with Iftar dinner to follow at 8:20 PM.  Reservations required to attend, contact 
info@cnyrisecenter.org by May 5th. 

“Fragile White Guy”, A Live One Man Performance by Building Company Theater – May 18th and 19th at 8:00 PM, ArtRage 
Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. For more information call (315)870-0953. 

Critical Issues Forum - Saturday, May 18, 2019 from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM at the Well of Hope Church, 1640 South Avenue.  
The forum will discuss how the I-81 project; the Syracuse Surge; & Blueprint 15 will impact job creation, workforce 
development, public school realignment, church and business relocation.  Sponsored by the: Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance, the Covenant Fellowship of Churches and the Northeastern District Baptist Association. 

Islamic Council of Greater Syracuse and Syracuse University Ramadan Iftar Dinner – 
Saturday, May 18th at 7:00 – 9:00 PM, Manley Field House.  RSVP required by May 13th through 
www.eventbrite.com  

ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - May, 2019

Save the Date! - Details to Follow! 

Faith in Action Regional Training - July 2019 (exact weekend dates and location TBA) 

ACTS Autumn Social Justice Event

ACTS Recognizes and Celebrates Upcoming Religious Observances in our Community 

May 5 – June 4 – Ramadan (Islam) 
May 18 – Vesak – Buddha Day (Buddhist) 
May 31 – Laylat al-Qadr (Islam) 
June 4 – Eid-al-Fitr (Islam) 

mailto:info@cnyrisecenter.org
http://www.eventbrite.com
mailto:info@cnyrisecenter.org
http://www.eventbrite.com
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