
March, 2019

�1

ACTS has a new Bylaws Committee, and we’re looking for 3-5 persons interested in serving on it. The group will meet 
periodically over the coming year, with the goal of seeing that our organizational structure aligns as fully as possible with ACTS’ 
current mission and possibilities. If you like looking at the big picture…If you’re good at digging into details….If you like 
thinking outside the box…please consider nominating yourself by calling (315-416-6363) or emailing the ACTS office. 
President Craig French will make the final appointment of committee members.

From the ACTS President

Several weeks ago, a friend of mine approached me with a question about ACTS. He had 
attended the lecture in the fall by Matthew Desmond (author of the powerful book, Evicted, 
detailing the impact that the loss of housing—or housing instability—has on individuals, families 
and the community as a whole). “What,” my friend asked, “could ACTS do about this? Might 
ACTS buy a house in order to provide stable housing for at least one family?” 

I explained that ACTS focuses more on policy-making ... on advocating for policy changes that 
impact the system as a whole. In this particular case, that might mean working with like-minded 

congregations and other potential allies (the Housing and Homeless Coalition, the Mayor’s Office, Syracuse Tenants 
Network, etc.) to find or create ways to increase the availability of suitable housing options for low income residents of 
Syracuse and Onondaga County. Accurate as that description may be, the words somehow felt “empty” as soon as they 
left my lips—as if ACTS were ducking the issue and doing nothing concrete to help. 

I’ve been thinking about that conversation ever since. Truthfully, it’s much easier to 
understand and make a case for direct action ... action that makes a visible and immediate 
difference in the life of one or more persons. It’s much more vague (and therefore, to some 
extent, less satisfying) to talk about long-term efforts to impact the underlying system that 
contributes to housing instability for so many of our neighbors. 

And yet, that’s precisely what ACTS is for—to address and seek long-term solutions (or at 
least partial solutions) for the “big” problems that plague our community. Problems like 
housing, racism, poverty, violence, public education, and criminal justice. Problems that are 
so large and so overwhelming that no single effort (however well intentioned) will ever suffice. Problems so large, 
overwhelming and long-standing that they require a broad-based, concerted, comprehensive and sustained approach. 
It’s not particularly “sexy,” compared to hands-on, immediate, direct service. Both, in fact, are important. But we can’t 
allow ourselves to be seduced by the allure of quick fixes that benefit a handful of persons, while leaving the vast 
majority of persons no better off. Systemic change—change that impacts and alters the unjust system in its entirety—is 
what ACTS is really all about. 

Craig French  
President 
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ACTS Organizational Calendar – March, 2019 

Save the Date - ACTS Spring Banquet - Tuesday, April 9th

You are invited to attend the ACTS Spring Banquet to be held on Tuesday 
April 9 at Drumlins Country Club.  Our theme of “People Have the Power” 
will be addressed by Bishop Dwayne Royster, National Political Director, 
for Faith-In-Action, a national support system for social justice faith-
based/community groups.  ACTS is a membership network for people of 
faith & conscience committed to improving the quality of life for all 
citizens, especially the disadvantaged, and to actively dealing with 
inequities resulting from poverty and racial discrimination.   

The evening will start with a social hour at 5:30 PM and be followed by dinner and program from 6:30-8:30 PM.  Reservations may be 
made on-line at the ACTS web site, https://www.acts-syracuse.org/, using paypal/credit card or email officemanager.acts@gmail.com   
More than 450 people are expected to attend the full-house event.  Sponsor and advertisement opportunities are available. 

Local Social Justice Champions will be recognized during the banquet.  Father Fred Daley, pastor at All Saints Catholic Church, will receive 
the Rev. Nebraski Carter Clergy Leadership Award.  Clifford Ryan, head of OGs Against Violence, will be acknowledged with the Social 
Justice Leadership Award.  Ona Cohen Bregman, a long-time ACTS leader from Congregation Beth Sholom Chevra Shas, will given an 
award as ACTS Volunteer of the Year.  The ACTS Youth Council will also honor a person from its group. 

ACTS is made up of 27 organizations from the city and the suburbs, mostly congregations from a diverse range of faith communities as 
well as several groups with justice advocacy commitments.  Individual members are also an expanding edge for ACTS community-
organizing and leadership training activities.   

ACTS Community Violence & Youth Task Force - Tuesday, March 5th at 7:00 PM, Southwest Community Center 401 South Ave. 

Spring Banquet Committee - Thursday, March 7th at 4:30 PM, Temple Concord  

ACTS Equity in Education Task Force - Monday, March 11th at 7:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Criminal Justice Task Force - Tuesday, March 19th at 5:15 PM, Atonement Lutheran Church, 116 West Glen Ave. Syracuse 

ACTS Research and Action Committee  - Thursday, March 14th  at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Leadership Council - Thursday, March 21st at 7:00 PM, Temple Concord 

Moving People Steering Committee - Friday, March 22 at 3:00 PM , Park Central Presbyterian 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club - Monday, March 25th at 7:00 PM, Beth Shalom Chevra Shas, 18 Patsy Lane (off Jamesville Rd.), 
Dewitt 

ACTS Board Meeting - Thursday, March 28th at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord

https://www.acts-syracuse.org/
mailto:officemanager.acts@gmail.com
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/
mailto:officemanager.acts@gmail.com
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I spent the last week in January in Nashville with about 100 
folks from around the country participating in Faith in Action's 
(FIA) yearly leadership training. I took the basic leadership 
track, which covered a whole host of areas, including general 
organizing. The training agenda was reshaped at the last 
minute because FIA folks understood that it made sense for 
the Live Free campaign (criminal justice) and the La Red 
campaign (immigration justice) to come together in another 
track to examine their work, share their strategies, wins, and 
challenges along the way (and on one day they shared some 
of their work with the rest of us). Most importantly, they 
examined the intersectionality of their individual campaigns. 
Intersectionality basically means noticing and responding to 
where there is overlap or commonalities of individuals, 
groups, issues, etc. By combining efforts, you become stronger 
as you've immediately increased those working with you 
bring to light injustices and to help change policy. In other 
words, you build POWER. 

Power, simply put, is created through and exists in 
relationships. That is why you continue to hear the importance 
of doing 1 on 1s. It's an organizing term, but it means 
basically listening for what is important for another person or 
group. You experience what you have in common while also 
seeing what issues rise to the top. Faith leaders: You ARE an 
essential voice--able to inspire action from your congregations  
and beyond! At ACTS' annual Leadership Council meeting a 
few weeks back, I asked attendees to reach out to their faith 

leaders and fellow congregants, co-workers, neighbors, at 
schools, and to other folks in their community. When we come 
together in far larger numbers than just two individuals, we 
immediately become stronger. Numbers DO count! The basic 
question in 1 on 1s: What matters to you? If you are 
committed to racial and social justice in our community, I ask 
each of you to reach out to at least 10 folks to participate in 
this upcoming  training which will leave participants inspired 
and fired up! (date TBD).Then reach out to me. Reach out to 
me if you need help in doing that. Reach out if you would like 
me to speak to folks you know care deeply about our 
neighbors and seek justice. Reach out if you are not sure what 
to say but want to support this work. Or just reach out because 
you need to talk. This is my work...let me help.  

But clearly, I also need YOUR help. As a part-time organizer, I 
can only do so much. But when we work together, in solidarity, 
our ability to be POWERFUL increases exponentially. I need 
your help to make ACTS more powerful. In doing so, together 
we CAN create an equitable community--one of peace and 
understanding, one of justice, truth and fairness. Together, 
and it must be together, we WILL transform Syracuse. Thank 
you for your compassion and commitment to this deeply 
important work. I look forward to hearing from you!  

Linda Malik, ACTS Organizer: 315-416-6363 
acts.cny@gmail.com. 

Welcome New Organizational Member 

ACTS would like to recognize Zion Hill World Harvest Baptist Church, 
Syracuse as its newest organizational member! We welcome Pastor Carter 
and her congregation to the ACTS family and look forward to working with 
them to promote social justice and equity.

Community Organizer Update 

https://faithinaction.org/issue-campaign/live-free/
https://faithinaction.org/issue-campaign/la-red/
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
https://faithinaction.org/issue-campaign/live-free/
https://faithinaction.org/issue-campaign/la-red/
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
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ACTS Welcomes New Board Members 

Gwen Chaffin 

Gwen Chaffin comes to the ACTS board with a history of community organizing and a commitment to 
neighborhood social justice. She is currently working at Syracuse City School District with troubled 
youth. In the recent past, she served as Community Organizer with Syracuse United Neighbors (SUN). 
Her faith community is University United Methodist Church. 

Gwen earned her master of social work degree from Binghamton University. While living in Buffalo 
during 2014-15, she was volunteer with People United for Sustainable Housing (PUSH). Currently she is 
a volunteer activist with the Peace Council and local chapter of The Poor People’s Campaign. Gwen has three Syracuse born and 
raised children and four grandchildren. 

Brian Moore 

Brian E. Moore is the owner of Moore About You, an audio and video production company focused 
on creating educational and entertaining pieces to preserve the history of individuals for current and 
future generations. A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Brian spent his early career working in radio and 
television, where among numerous accomplishments he earned a Syracuse Press Club award.  

In addition to his production background, Brian has spent a significant part of his career in the 
nonprofit sector, working for a few major funders in the Central New York region, where he first became acquainted with ACTS.  
Having always been interested in the intersection between community engagement and public benefit, coupled with his 
strong faith, Brian looks forward to helping develop ACTS’ ability to catalyze efforts that will improve the lives of all who live in 
Syracuse.  

Brian lives in the greater Syracuse area with his wife and children. In addition to his entrepreneurial pursuits, he is an 
accomplished musician and composer. 

Angela Douglas 

Angela Douglas currently serves as the Associate Director of Vera House, leading strategic planning and 
execution, organizational and leadership development, as well as the Departments of Prevention 
Education and Volunteers.  

Angela has a diverse career experience ranging from direct services to executive leadership roles. She 
has a passion for people and their development, both personally and professionally. She has 

championed causes of youth violence, alternative education and poverty elimination to name a few. 

Angela has also been an independent consultant and trainer for over 25 years, providing support, skill and leadership to 
organizations and their boards, from start-ups to mature operations. 

Angela resides in Syracuse, NY with her family.  They love to volunteer together and have dedicated countless hours to several 
organizations and efforts. Angela is currently a board member with New Justice Services and acts as co-chair for the Survivors 
Network and the HSLC Advocacy Committee. 
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This month the Community Violence and Youth Task Force, cooperating with the Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP), offered a Basic 
Alternatives to Violence Project Workshop at Atonement Lutheran Church, February 1st-3rd. Fifteen community members completed 
the training, including two youth, seven community leaders, and a high school teacher. The Syracuse Alternatives to Violence Project 
group is currently planning another Basic Workshop April 26th-28th and a Trauma Resiliency Advanced AVP Workshop June 7th-9th 
(location to be confirmed) with the support of the Community Violence and Youth Task Force.  Syracuse AVP and the Task Force are 
also again exploring the possibility of offering Alternatives to Violence Workshops at Hillbrook Youth Detention Center. 
  
The Community Violence and Youth Task Force also continues to work with OGs Against Violence to encourage the larger community 
to come together to show its support for neighborhoods affected by violence.  Walks are being held after violent incidents, such as 
the recent double shooting at the corner of South Salina St. and Wood Ave. that resulted in the death of Juanita Boyette, mother of 
three. 
  
The Task Force continues to explore other collaborations as well as policy and advocacy issues. Co-chair Coran Klaver has been in 
conversation with Tasha Thomas-Neil and Will Elliot from OnCare’s Juvenile Justice Initiative about collaborating on a campaign they 
are launching. We are also considering inviting guests to our meetings to discuss key legislative issues around which the task force 
might want to mobilize. Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 5th at the Southwest Community Center. All are welcome to 
attend. Co-chairs: Coran Klaver ccklaver@gmail.com 315-396-7070, Clifford Ryan (OGs Against Gun Violence) and Tim Kirkland.

Community Violence and Youth Task Force 

Moving People Transportation Coalition                                                                                                                           
Peter Sarver, Convener 

The community is awaiting the release of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) by the NYS Department of 
Transportation in the near future. Best guess for its release is sometime after approval of the State Budget (due April 1st).  

Recent developments in the overall process have included four Town Halls by Congressman John Katko. Misinformation 
continues to be a problem for public education. There is no hybrid option (tunnel & community grid) being considered by 
the NYS DOT. There is only a tunnel option since certain key features of the community grid alternative will not be 
incorporated into plans for a tunnel. 

The Community Grid alternative (DOT, October 2016) being planned calls for new partial interchanges off I-690 at Irving 
and Crouse to provide smooth access to/from The Hill. There would be no I-690 interchange at Almond (now lying under 
I-81 viaduct). Almond Street would return to being part of the street grid (4 lanes) and not serve as a boulevard (6 lanes) 
once the viaduct has been taken down. 

Good news for Community Grid advocates is the recent announcement of support by CenterState CEO, the regional 
business association. In addition, Assemblywoman Pam Hunter has joined State Senator Rachel May and Assemblyman Al 
Stirpe in their support of the Community Grid. ACTS continues to provide leadership in this community planning process 
through Moving People Transportation Coalition. 
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The Equity in Education Task Force hosted Superintendent Alicea and former Syracuse School Board member, Steven Swift at its 
meeting in February.  They provided an summary of the work being done to create a regional STEAM school (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) in the former Central Technical High School building.  Superintendent Alicea has worked 
hard to secure state and local support for the project.  The Equity in Education Task Force supports this project and its potential to 
serve urban and suburban students with a high quality program in an diverse environment.  Members agreed to write and speak 
to Commisioner Elia, and our city, county and state government officials to support creation of the STEAM high school.  Our next 
meeting is Tuesday, March 11th, 7:00 PM at Temple Concord.  Please join us if you are interested in educational equity.

Race Matters Book Club 
“White Fragility” by Robin 
DiAngelo Monday, March 25th, 7pm                                                                                  
at Beth Shalom Chevra Shas, Dewitt

10/29/2018 Jewish Community Center, Dewitt

Author Robin DiAngelo is an 
academic, lecturer, and author. She 
has been a consultant and trainer on 
issues of racial and social justice for 
more than twenty years. Formerly, 
DiAngelo served as a tenured 
professor of multicultural education 
at Westfield State University.  

The 4th Monday of the month book club will be held 
at Beth Shalom Chevra Shas, 18 Patsy Lane (off 
Jamesville Rd.), Dewitt. The 7:00 PM discussion 
group will be facilitated by Linda Malik, ACTS 
Community Organizer. The book is available in 
paperback. There are eight copies in the OCPL system. 

The book club is open to all willing to tackle tough 
social issues in the context of white privilege and 
systemic racism. There is no expectation of 
participation from session to session. The gathering 
site varies from month to month. For more 
information on the book club, go visit our website 
acts-syracuse.org.  

The next meeting of the Criminal Justice Task Force will be on March 19th at 5:15 PM at Atonement Lutheran Church, 116 West 
Glen Avenue, Syracuse. The focus of the meeting will be on several items including:  the lawsuit initiated by Legal Services of 
Central New York to insure privacy between juvenile clients and their attorneys with guest speaker Josh Cotton, Esq., legislation 
dealing with reforming bail, altering parole (Less is More Act), and ending solitary confinement (Halt Act), and the Report that is 
being drafted by a group of the Task Force members and Unchained. The Report is an analysis of the trends found after 5 months 
of court watchers tracking the utilization of bail in city court.  All interested parties are welcome to attend the Criminal Justice 
Task Force meeting.

ACTS Leadership Council 

The ACTS Leadership Council, comprised of organizational and 
independent members of ACTS, met for its annual meeting on February 
7, 2019 at University United Methodist Church.  Those attending 
discussed the Organizational Life Cycles Report completed as part of the 
2018 Strategic Planning process and the 2019 Power Up! operational 
action plan.  The plan outlines goals and action steps in five areas: 
Membership, Leadership, Issue Focus (Program), Structure and 
Finances.  Our intent is to strengthen ACTS and build its power so that 
its ability to achieve desired social change is maximized. 

At the February meeting, Board members Gwen Chaffin, Brian Moore 
and Angela Douglas were nominated and elected.  The Nominating 
Committee also proposed a slate of officers for 2019 and those 
individuals were unanimously approved.  Congratulations to Craig 
French, President; Linda Mulvey, Vice President; Lennie Turner, 
Secretary and Rev. Jennifer Hamlin-Navias, Treasurer.  Two by-law 
revisions were approved relating to selection of task force chairpersons 
and qualifications of Board members.  Brief highlights were given of 
the work of various task forces. Executive Director Peter Sarver provided 
information about the Spring Banquet and Linda Malik, Lead 
Community Organizer, gave a passionate call to action. 

The next Leadership Council will be held on Thursday, March 21st, 
7:00 PM at Temple Concord, 910 Madison St.  All ACTS members are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.

Equity in Education Task Force 

Criminal Justice Task Force 

http://acts-syracuse.org
http://acts-syracuse.org
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ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - March, 2019

Gras for the GRID, Tuesday, March 5th 5:30 – 8:30 PM, at Otro Cinco (206 S. Warren St.).  Sponsored by CNY Roots, 
this event provides an opportunity to network and unite around the community grid option for 1-81. Tickets at 
www.eventbrite.com  

I-81: Analyzing the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), Friday, March 8th from 12:00 – 1:30 PM at 
the Syracuse Center of Excellence, 727 E. Washington St. Join Barry Lentz of the Moving People Transportation 
Coalition, Bob Haley and Joe Driscoll as they present the lastest public information on the status of the I-81 Viaduct 
Project.  Register at www.eventbrite.com  

International Women’s Day 4th Annual Pancake Breakfast, Saturday, March 9th 9:00 – 12:00 PM at the Bishop 
Harrison Diocesan Center, 1342 Lancaster Ave.  This event is a fundraiser for  ArtRage Gallery. For more information go 
to www.artragegallery.org  

The State of Education for Black & Brown Students in Syracuse, Saturday, March 9th from 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
at Corcoran High School, 919 Glenwood Ave.  Register and see more information at bit.ly/EOBM2019registration.  
Open to parents, educators and community members – all are invited who see the best for our children. 

Syracuse City School District Educational Foundation Breakfast, Saturday, March 30th, 8:00 AM at the Holiday 
Inn, Liverpool.  Tickets at www.scsdfoundation.com  

40 Day Blues - Blues Vespers with Carolyn Kelly, Sunday, March 24th, 5:00 PM at Pebble 
Hill Presbyterian Church, 5299 Jamesville Road, Dewitt. Free admission, contributions suggested. 

“People Have the Power” 

2019 ACTS Spring Banquet - Tuesday, April 9th 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO AND TO REGISTER

Faith in Action’s           
Rev. Deth Im teaches 
students about the 
theology of resistance. 
VOICE Buffalo's 
indomitable Pastor Giles 
is in the foreground.

At the heart of the Prophetic Resistance Project is a dialogue 
about how our multiple faith practices inform our shared 
struggle toward Beloved Community and against injustice and 
dehumanization. This dialogue occurs by way of the Theology of 
Resistance narrative, a multi-faith approach that propels deep 
reflection on religious and spiritual identity, convictions, and 
experiences into prophetic action.

http://www.eventbrite.com
http://www.eventbrite.com
http://www.artragegallery.org
http://www.scsdfoundation.com
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/2019-spring-banquet
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/2019-spring-banquet
http://www.eventbrite.com
http://www.eventbrite.com
http://www.artragegallery.org
http://www.scsdfoundation.com

