
June 2019

�1

From the ACTS President

I went to dinner a couple of weeks ago—one of those community events to which I’m occasionally invited. 
It was not, however, one of those dinners meant to sell me something—perhaps hearing aids, or a 
timeshare in Arizona, or financial planning and investment services for my retirement years. Nor was it a 
church potluck supper (with thirteen varieties of baked beans and twelve different jello salads). Nor a 
benefit fundraiser at a fire hall or VFW. Nothing with any kind of strings attached. 

Instead, it was a dinner sponsored by a new Muslim organization and center in Syracuse ... a time for 
Muslims and non-Muslims to join together in breaking the day-long Ramadan fast. The event was held in 

what was once the sanctuary of a Presbyterian church—a building that had been abandoned and put up for sale by a dwindling 
congregation, then lay empty for several years, and was finally purchased a year or so ago by a Turkish-American Muslim group, 
dedicated to bringing people together for the sake of mutual respect, understanding and community. 

Scattered around the room that night were 10–12 large round tables with each table seating eight or so guests. To my left sat 
three men, all fit-looking and in their 30’s. To my right sat three women of varied age and physique. The three men all knew each 
other, as did the three women. I was the odd one out. As we visited over dinner, it became clear what an odd assortment we were.  

The three men on my left were, indeed, friends and colleagues—to my surprise, two from the Syracuse FBI office and one a 
counter-terrorism intelligence officer based here in Central New York. They were at the dinner, it turns out, for the same reason I 
was—to build relationships with a Muslim community that is often ostracized or worse. Meanwhile, the three women on the 
opposite side of the table were from the Zen Center, located directly across the street from the Muslim RISE Center, and they too 
were there to demonstrate solidarity with their neighbors. Law enforcement officers ... practitioners of Zen Buddhism ... a retired 
Christian pastor ... all brought together by an oft misunderstood and maligned religious group. 

I couldn’t help but think of a passage from near the very end of Christian scripture—a description of what life will be like, when all 
is brought to its final and holy completion: 
 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth;  
 for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away ... 
 Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  
 for the first things have passed away. 
 And the one who was seated on the throne said, 
 ‘See, I am making all things new.’ 

Around the table that night, those ancient words and vision seemed to come true, with long-standing division, discord and 
distrust swept away and, in their place, a brand new world with sisters and brothers from different walks of life, different places of 
origin, different religious beliefs and practices all sitting down in unity, breaking bread together. Until we reach that blessed state 
for good, last month’s Iftar will inspire and motivate me to keep dreaming and working for a city and world where all manner of 
things and all manner of people are content and well. 

Craig French 

P.S.  I saw that “beloved community” and “new Syracuse” taking shape again last night, as 100 persons of many ages, colors, 
beliefs and backgrounds gathered in a crowded church basement for a powerful and exciting training session aimed at forging 
relationships that build moral and political power for social justice. I hope you’ll join us for our next steps on June 11 (Leadership 
Council, at All Saints Church), for follow-up training, and July 31 – August 3 for regional leadership training by our new affiliate, 
Faith in Action.
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ACTS Organizational Calendar – June 2019 

ACTS Youth Council – Saturday, June 1st at 5:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Equity in Education Task Force - Monday, June 3rd at 7:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS White Privilege Training Session - Final session, June 6th at 6:30 PM, May Memorial. Pre-registration required. 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club –“If Beale Street Could Talk” by James Baldwin. Monday, June 10th at 7:00 PM, St. 
Joseph the Worker Church, Liverpool.  For more information contact Peter Sarver at petersarveracts@gmail.com  

ACTS Leadership Council Meeting - Tuesday, June 11th at 7:00 PM, All Saints Church,  Bishop Harrison Center,       
1342 Lancaster Avenue, Syracuse. 

ACTS Youth Council –  Tuesday, June 18th at 6:00 PM, Temple Concord                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

ACTS June Newsletter Items Due – Tuesday, June 23rd to Linda Mulvey at lindamulvey@acts-syracuse.org 

ACTS Board Meeting - Thursday, June 27th at 7:00 PM, Temple Concord. Bishop Royster of Faith in Action will attend. 

ACTS Recognizes and Celebrates Upcoming Religious Observances in our Community: 

June 4th - Eid-al-Fitr (Islam) 

SAVE the DATE - Details to Follow! 

Faith in Action/ACTS 1 on 1 Training, Session 2 – Wednesday, June 26th from 5:30-9:00 PM (location TBA) 

Faith in Action Regional Training – Wednesday – Saturday, July 31st  through August 3rd, at Pendle Hill Conference 
Center in Wallingford, Pennsylvania 

ACTS Membership Drive 

ACTS is working hard to build its membership base.  Currently there are two opportunities for membership.  One is a Congregational or 
Organizational membership.  In this case all members of the congregation or organization have membership in ACTS.  In addition, 
Individual memberships are available.  Individual memberships provide the opportunity for any interested people, even if they are not 
connected to a member organization. Become an individual member today or encourage others to get involved!   Click on this link to 
access the Individual Membership form and additional information on our website.  An annual individual membership is only $25. 

Individual membership offer any interested person an opportunity to become more directly involved with the work of ACTS. Individual 
members are considered to be delegates at our Leadership Council meeting.

mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
mailto:lindamulvey@acts-syracuse.org
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
mailto:lindamulvey@acts-syracuse.org
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/admissions
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/admissions
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As a follow up from Bishop Royster and Rev. Bruce McKay's faith leader training on 4/10, we had a goal to bring 70 
people to Living Water where we would start with 1on1 training to begin moving through the cycles of the overarching 
organizing principle called the theology of resistance. I'm delighted to share that we brought 100 people into the room! 
(see article on page 4) What a powerful, diverse gathering of folks representing the Syracuse community and various 
faith organizations. The power and energy in the room was undeniable and sustained through the extremely capable 
hands of Faith in Action's Bishop Royster and Tim Lilienthal. When we debriefed the 1on1s afterwards, there was a 
feeling of hope and real possibility in the room. People were connecting across race, class and other divides, and there 
was a shared sense of purpose and justice. It was an extremely powerful evening. 

Please join us as we continue the journey to Building a New Syracuse.  We will 
take the next step in our journey as we debrief the 1000 conversations (every 
person was asked to have 1on1s with 10 people) folks had with family, friends, 
fellow congregants, co-workers, and many others. Everyone was asked to invite 
one additional person to this training, so we are looking to have over 200 people 
at this event. If you did not join us on 5/20, here is your opportunity to add your 
voice to this exciting process by coming to this session! Have some 
conversations over the next month and let's discover together what is on the 
minds of the people of Syracuse. In our next session, we will learn how to use 
this information and go deeper with elected officials, business leaders, and 

community leaders to begin developing a campaign for a New Syracuse.  Come to the training with the energy and 
excitement for the work we have to do! RSVP by 6/21 to Linda Malik at acts.cny@gmail.com. 

Special thanks to Pastor Nebraski Carter and members of his congregation for their wonderful hospitality and a great 
space to do this work. With laughter, vulnerability, and deep connection, ACTS is beginning to see the fruits of its labors 
as it begins to manifest once again the diverse action that must be led by the People—where the roots of transformation 
originate. This process is guiding us through the completion of an issues campaign that will occur in the fall, with a 
follow up goal of a public action meeting with policy leaders. The work ahead is to build upon and sustain the 
momentum from May 20th. Please join us and reach out to others in your circles as we continue to build relationships as 
we build power to transform our community!  

Linda Malik, ACTS Organizer 

Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) 
910 Madison Street, Syracuse, NY  13210 
315-416-6363  
acts.cny@gmail.com 
www.acts-syracuse.org  

Community Organizer Update 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

On June 26, 5:30-9pm we will 
have our follow-up                   

FREE TRAINING                            
with Bishop Royster!            

Location TBD

mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
http://www.acts-syracuse.org/
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
http://www.acts-syracuse.org/
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ACTS Launches Training for Social Justice Work

On May 20th, ACTS Community Organizer, Linda 
Malik, and Faith in Action's Bishop Dwayne 
Royster and Tim Lilienthal presented an evening 
training session for 100 participants.  Those in 
attendance were individual or affiliate members 
of ACTS, members of other groups doing social 
justice work or individuals interest in learning 
more about improving their community.  The 
workshop focused on the "Theology of 
Resistance" and worked to build skills of 
participants to reach out to others through 
"encounter", the first phase of organizing, to 
build deep relationships and understanding.   

We look forward to the second session which will be held on June 26th.  Participants will come back together to 
debrief and analyze the results of their encounter conversations with others throughout the community. ACTS and Faith 
in Action will guide the group to develop a new vision of our community and begin to consider system transformation 
through action and negotiation.  It is an exciting time to work with ACTS for the betterment of Syracuse!

Follow-Up Free 1 on 1 Training with Bishop Royster 

Wednesday, June 26th from 5:30 - 9:00 PM - Location TBD 

RSVP to Linda Malik by June 21st  acts.cny@gmail.com

mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
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Equity in Education Task Force 
  
The ACTS Equity in Education Task Force continues to focus on issues of access to fair and high quality educational 
opportunities for ALL students in the greater Syracuse area.  Task Force members have been researching various 
strategies and approaches that other metropolitan areas across the country have utilized to address issues of equity.  
Locally, we continue to advocate for the proposed STEAM high school, a promising collaborative effort involving the 
Syracuse City School District, elected officials in both the City of Syracuse and Onondaga County, and supported by 
various superintendents in area suburban schools.  The proposed STEAM high school would address racial and 
economic integration of our schools by bringing together learners from urban and suburban school districts in a shared 
regional high school setting.   

We seek to expand membership in our task force, to work toward continued advocacy on behalf of equitable 
educational access for all students.  Our next task force meeting will be held at 7:00 PM on Monday, June 3rd at Temple 
Concord.  For more information, contact Kelly Wall, chairperson at kkwrlt@aol.com. 

Individual Membership in ACTS is Growing! 

While ACTS has been primarily a dues-paying network of congregations and advocacy organizations, persons not 
associated with one of our organizational members are encouraged to sign up and become active with our social 
justice agenda.   

Individuals who become members are entitled to participate in the Individual Member Caucus at our Leadership 
Council meetings, held usually quarterly.  Persons who are associated with an organizational member may also 
choose to become an individual member. 

If you are not already signed up, go to https://www.acts-syracuse.org/individual-membership 

You can sign up online with a credit card or download an application form and mail it in with your check for $25.   

We welcome the following new Individual Members that have joined ACTS this year: 

Joel Carter  

Joann Cook 

Angela Douglas 

Virginia Glover   

Charles Harris  

Sue Ellen Harris 

Peter Knoblock 

Ann Kornbluth 

Richard Kornbluth 

Nelson Price  

Susan Savion 

Ednita Wright 

https://www.acts-syracuse.org/individual-membership
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/individual-membership
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If you wish to think about the larger context of “urban highways” coming down throughout the 
country, you could tune into podcast/webcast by Congress for New Urbanism where Peter Sarver, ACTS 
Convener for Moving People, is interviewed:   
Highways are Being Removed in America's Cities -- Now What? // Amy Stelly and Peter Sarver  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKONNfYgHmk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3lKlbsXBEhLx4qiDcSfYmC--eIzg-
eXuXH52xrrzY1H6fMERnpr0KdxQE   

Moving People is now planning for a series of weekly “information sessions” on the Community Grid at multiple 
locations throughout the county starting in the fall, running from September-November.  If your congregation or 
community group would like to participate, please contact MovingPeopleCNY@gmail.com as soon as possible to get 
your engagement on the calendar.   

Moving People Transportation Coalition                                                                                                                           
Peter Sarver, Convener

Many people are concerned about how the DOT’s stated preference for the Community Grid solution to the I-81 
replacement project is going to impact them. Kudos to Syracuse.com and the Post Standard for their extensive 
coverage of such questions: http://topics.syracuse.com/tag/interstate%2081/  

We now have a date for the unveiling of the NYS Department of Transportation’s charts and talking points at a 
community wide presentation (as they have done in the past with earlier stages in the process.) The NYSDOT’s Open 
House will be held at the OnCenter on Tuesday, June 18th from 3:00-8:00 PM with a formal presentation scheduled 
for 6:00 PM. NYSDOT representatives will be hosting the event and available to explain the project, answer questions 
and accept public input.

Northeast Regional Leadership Training 

Are you interested in delving deeper into the mission of ACTS? If so, you are invited to join us at this year’s Northeast 
Regional Leadership Training from Wednesday, July 31-Saturday, August 3 at Pendle Hill Conference Center in 
Wallingford, PA.  

For more information and details, please contact Linda Malik at acts.cny@gmail.com. 

We would love to have you join our team of attendees!

mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
http://topics.syracuse.com/tag/interstate%2081/
http://topics.syracuse.com/tag/interstate%2081/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKONNfYgHmk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3lKlbsXBEhLx4qiDcSfYmC--eIzg-eXuXH52xrrzY1H6fMERnpr0KdxQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKONNfYgHmk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3lKlbsXBEhLx4qiDcSfYmC--eIzg-eXuXH52xrrzY1H6fMERnpr0KdxQE
mailto:MovingPeopleCNY@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKONNfYgHmk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3lKlbsXBEhLx4qiDcSfYmC--eIzg-eXuXH52xrrzY1H6fMERnpr0KdxQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKONNfYgHmk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3lKlbsXBEhLx4qiDcSfYmC--eIzg-eXuXH52xrrzY1H6fMERnpr0KdxQE
mailto:MovingPeopleCNY@gmail.com
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Race Matters Book Club 
“If Beale Street Could Talk” by James Baldwin                        
Monday,  June 10th, 7pm at St. Joseph the Worker Church

10/29/2018 Jewish Community Center, Dewitt

“If Beale Street Could Talk” by James Baldwin is the next “read” by the ACTS 
sponsored Race Matters Book Club on June 10.  Certainly the name and fame of 
James Baldwin is well established for most people.  Of his many novels however, we 
may be less familiar with this one.  Time for a deep dive back to the publication date 
of 1974.  How have things changed…or stayed the same? 

One reader commented, “This is a classic novel that I should've read a long time ago 
but never did. I'm reading (actually, listening) to it now because the movie adaptation 
is about to be released. This is a love story complete with the stereotypes of the time. 

A black man in jail because of a corrupt justice system. A young woman pregnant with the child of the incarcerated. 
Black families struggling with their morality and with each other. It's been awhile since I heard phrases like "that cat" 
and "my pad" so it took a minute for my ear to get adjusted to the time travel. Anyway, I'm glad I read it and would 
recommend that you add this to your reading list, if nothing else than the fact it is a classic novel.” 

So, you can read, listen and/or watch “If Beale Street Could Talk” in advance of our meeting.  We have routinely met on 
the 4th Monday of the month but will shift gears in May & June.  Due to a conflict with another ACTS sponsored event, 
the next gathering of the group will be held on Monday June 10 @ 7 PM.  Location: St. Joseph the Worker 
Church in Liverpool, 1001 Tulip Street, 13088.  In April, the book club included 15 persons from 10 different 
congregations.  Peter Sarver, ACTS Executive Director, will be the facilitator, joined by Bill Pollard, former Dean of SU 
School of Social Work, will be co-facilitators. Come join us for another lively discussion! 

The book club is open to all willing to tackle tough social issues in the context of white privilege and systemic 
racism.  There is no expectation of participation from session to session.  The gathering site varies from month to 
month.  For more information on the book club, go to https://www.acts-syracuse.org/ 

ACTS Individual Membership Drive 

ACTS Congratulates Mark Cass 

Former Executive Director of ACTS, Mark Cass, was honored at the 3rd Annual 
Syracuse Ramadan Iftar Dinner on May 18th at Manley Field House.  Mark 
received the Distinguished Service Award at the event.   

ACTS Congratulates Mark Cass, Executive Director of Northside Learning 
Center, for his extensive service in the Syracuse community and his ongoing 
commitment to adult learning and the pursuit of social justice for all.

https://www.acts-syracuse.org/
https://www.acts-syracuse.org/
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ACTS Individual Membership Drive Please join us for the ACTS Quarterly Leadership Council meeting on Tuesday, June 11th at 7:00 PM 
at All Saints Church,  Bishop Harrison Center, 1342 Lancaster Ave.  ACTS values engagement from 
all and encourages everyone to attend Leadership Council meetings.  Leadership Council 
meetings are open to all members of ACTS, individual as well as all members of affiliate groups 
and congregations.  Please come join us and help strengthen our work in the community! The 

agenda will include discussion of critical social justice issues in our community, an update on 
ACTS task forces and training efforts as well as steps that are being taken to strengthen and grow our 

organization.  We look forward to your attendance and participation.  Through ACTS - People have the Power! 

Our organizational members include: 

ACTS Quarterly Leadership Council Meets June 11th 

All Saints Catholic Church 

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 

Brady Faith Center & Jail Ministry 

Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas 

Hendricks Chapel of Syracuse University 

Hopps Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Immaculate Conception Church of Fayetteville 

Immanuel United Methodist Church 

Islamic Society of Central New York 

Living Water Church of God in Christ 

Parents for Public Schools, Inc. 

Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church 

Plymouth Congregational Church 

Rapha Corporation, Inc. 

Roman Catholic Charities Diocese of Syracuse 

Service Employees International Union 1199 

St. Augustine's Parish 

St. Joseph The Worker Catholic Church 

St. Lucy's Catholic Church 

Syracuse City School District 

Syracuse Peace Council 

Temple Society of Concord 

University United Methodist Church 

Zen Center of Syracuse 

Zion Hill World Harvest Baptist Church 

Your organization’s name here! 
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HouseCalls for Homeless Chair-ity Event at St. Lucy’s Auditorium –Thursday, June 6th from 5:30 – 7:30 PM at 
St. Lucy’s Church Auditorium.  Benefits Upstate Medical Centers “Housecalls for the Homeless”.  Event features catered 
dinner from Carrabas and a silent auction for artist-decorated chairs.                                                                                        
Tickets at  https://www.upstatefoundation.org/HouseCalls 

Wellness Weekend at Hopps Memorial C.M.E. Church – Thursday – Saturday, June 6 – 9th at 1110 S. State St.  
Th. 6:00 – 9:00 PM – Nalozone training; Friday 6:00 – 9:00 PM – “The Hate U Give” movie and panel discussion, 
parent workshop; Saturday 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM– Health Fair, free screenings and family activities. 

Wear Orange for National Gun Violence Awareness Day – Friday, June 7th.  Ending gun violence is going to 
take all of us!  Wear orange to show your support for National Gun Violence Awareness Day.  

17th Annual Duck Race to End Racism – Saturday, June 8th from 12:00 – 4:00 PM at Syracuse Inner Harbor.  Free 
family festival – raffle tickets to participate in the Community Duck Race are available at www.interfaithworkscny.org  

Bike or Walk for Brady Faith Center – Sunday, June 9th, registration information at:                                                
https://bradyfaithcenter.redpodium.com/bike-and-walk-for-brady-2019 

Pentecost Jazz Vespers, Sunday, June 9th at 5:00 PM, Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church featuring Ronnie Leigh, 
Cookie Coogan, Kara Smith and Pete Shidemantle, & Presbybop with Bill Carter. 

Le Moyne College: A Spirituality of Aging Series @ 1 p.m. on the following dates: 
• June 12: “Hurts, Regrets, Forgiveness” — Msgr. J. Robert Yeazel, retired; James Commons. 
• June 24: “What I have Learned at the Feet of Elders” — Mary Colleen Sinnott; Curtain Special Events Room. 

For more information - https://www.lemoyne.edu/Academics/Colleges-Schools-Centers/Purcell-School-of-Professional-
Studies/Center-for-Aging-Resources-and-Enrichment/Spirituality-in-Aging  

Juneteenth Ancestral Celebration – Friday, June 14th from 6:00 – 11:00 PM at the Atrium at City Hall Commons. 
For tickets call Cora at (315)396-6524.  

Juneteenth Celebration – Saturday and Sunday, June 15th and 16th in Clinton Square. 

NYSDOT Open House on the I-81 Viaduct Project and Preferred Community Grid Option - Tuesday, June 
18th, 3:00-8:00 PM with a formal presentation at 6:00 PM at the OnCenter. This meeting is open to the public. 

Say Yes to Education 10-year Commemoration Gala – Friday, June 21st 6:00 PM, at the 
Oncenter, 800 South State St.  Tickets at www.sayyessyracuse.org  

Primary Election Day – Tuesday, June 25th .  Be sure to get out and vote! 

ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - June 2019
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