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Monthly 
Meetings:

• Equity in 
Education Task 
Force 1st Monday, 
@ 7PM @ Temple 
Concord

• Criminal Justice 
Task Force 2nd 
Tuesday @ 5:15 
PM @ Grace 
Episcopal Church 
(Madison St. ent.) 

• Community 
Violence & Youth 
1st Tuesday @ 6:15 
PM @ Southwest 
CC 401 South 
Avenue  

• Youth Council 1st 
Saturday @ 5:00 
PM and 3rd 
Tuesday at 6:00 
PM @ Temple 
Concord

See full calendar of 
events on Page 2

From the ACTS President

The church where my family and I worship—like many of your places of worship—
makes a special effort over the holiday season to collect food and clothing for the 
hungry and ill-clad. I’m always happy to participate and to involve my children and 
now grandchildren. I do so for several reasons. First, because it reminds me how 
fortunate and blessed I am to have decent housing, food on the table, and warm 
clothing for the winter. None of that I can ever take for granted. Second, because it 
turns my concern for “the poor” into something tangible and concrete. It makes it 

real. Platitudes, prayers and policy-making keep me at a “safe” distance and so perpetuate barriers 
between the haves and have-nots. Third, because the act of buying food and clothing for another—a 
“stranger”—reminds me of our common humanity. My needs are their needs and vice versa. (Or as Al-
Amin Muhammad says, “If we eat, they eat.”) We are all sisters and brothers. Fourth, because my faith 
teaches that whatever I possess, over and above my basic needs, is meant not to be selfishly hoarded 
but to be shared freely with others. It is a first step in building a more just and equitable world. 

Tzedakah is what it’s called in Judaism—acts of charity. But it’s more than that, much more. Tzedakah 
comes from a Hebrew word meaning justice, fairness or righteousness. Which means it’s about doing 
what’s necessary for the good of all—not just what’s convenient for me or what makes me feel good. In 
fact, tzedakah may flat out be inconvenient and do absolutely nothing to warm my heart. That’s not its 
purpose or goal. An ancient Jewish sage and scholar, named Maimonides, defined eight levels of 
charity, beginning at the lowest level with a person who gives begrudgingly or reluctantly. Giving 
cheerfully—but less than one could or should—comes next. Then comes giving directly to the poor when 
asked, followed by giving directly to the poor without being asked. Then giving in such a way that the 
recipient knows your identity. Then giving anonymously—first, while knowing the identity of the 
recipient and, second, without knowing the identity of the recipient. Finally comes the supreme form of 
charity: giving a gift or loan or job or partnership that enables the recipient to become self-sufficient, no 
longer dependent on others. Justice indeed! 

As important as our holiday practices of giving may be ... both for our sake and for the sake of the 
recipients ... year-round habits—rooted in justice, systemic change, and the lasting wellbeing of 
everyone—are far more essential and valuable. This is what ACTS is all about. It’s why I’m eager to be part 
of this work all year long. And why it takes all of us to make it happen.  

With the coming of 2019, exciting changes are in store for ACTS: new leaders, new training 
opportunities, a new national partner, recruiting of new members and new member organizations, 
renewed efforts at leveling the economic/political/educational/housing/legal playing field for everyone 
and at eliminating every obstacle that stands in the way of that goal (including our own privileges, 
predilections and blind spots). 

What do you want to see for Syracuse and Onondaga County in the year ahead? Whatever it is, wishes 
and good will alone won’t make it happen. Collective ACT-ion is what’s needed—action that is timely, 
urgent, smart, strategic, effective, powerful. And even a little fun! Or maybe a lot of fun ... working 
alongside good people who share your vision and values and passion for social justice.                                    
Craig French 
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ACTS Organizational Calendar – February, 2019 

Save the Date - ACTS Spring Banquet

Bishop Dwayne Royster, National Political Director, for Faith-in-Action will be the keynote speaker 
at the ACTS Spring Banquet set for April 9th at Drumlins.   He will address the theme of the event 
: "The People Have the Power."  Bishop Royster recently wrote "We must call out: greed that 
supports putting profits over people; white supremacy that manifests itself as hate policies that 
attack people of color and work to keep Muslims out of the country; arrogance that asserts that 
money is real power; policies that say the earth is disposable; fear that somehow the diversity of 
our communities are destructive instead of healing; hate that is celebrated instead of 

repented; and all the many forces that move people to exclusion not inclusion." 

He is also the Designated Pastor of Faith United Church of Christ in Washington, DC as well as the Senior Pastor/Founder Emeritus of 
the Living Water United Church of Christ in Philadelphia, PA. He has extensive organizing, advocacy, political and faith leadership 
experience.  He is the former Executive Director of the POWER (Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower and Rebuild), a former 
councilman at large for the Municipality of Norristown.  Bishop Royster serves as the Founder of the Society for Faith and Justice.  The 
Society is an ecumenical religious order committed to a charism of social justice as spiritual discipline and spiritual practice. 

ACTS is newly affiliated with Faith-in-Action [previously known as PICO].  Faith in Action supports grassroots organizing which enables 
people of faith to build power to reshape their lives and their communities. The national network of organizations trains leaders and 
equips them with tools to fight racism and make society more equitable. 

More information will follow about the ACTS Spring Banquet including ticket sales and sponsorship opportunities.  Please mark your 
calendar for April 9th and make plans to attend! 

Spring Banquet Committee: Wednesday, January 30th at 4:30 PM, Temple Concord 

Board of Directors: Thursday, January 31st at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

Moving People: Friday, February 1st at 3:00 PM, Park Central Presbyterian Church 

ACTS Community Violence & Youth Task Force: Tuesday, February 5th at 7:00 PM, Southwest Community Center (Note: change 
of time.) 

ACTS Equity in Education Task Force: Tuesday, February 5th at 7:00 PM, Temple Concord (Note: change of date.) 

Leadership Council: Thursday, February 7th at 7:00 PM, University Methodist Church (324 University Ave.) 

Research & Action Committee: Thursday, February 14th at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

Criminal Justice Task Force: Tuesday, February 19th at 5:15 PM, location TBA (Note: change of date.) 

Race Matters Book Club: Monday, February 25th at 7:00 PM, Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church 

Board of Directors: Thursday, February 28th at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 
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Community Organizer Update 

Today is Martin Luther King Day. We honor his life and work as a civil rights leader. 
Of course, Rev. Dr. King was also a faith leader. In everything he did, his deep-
rooted faith guided his message and his actions. On his actual birthday, January 15, 
those of us who gathered at Bethany Baptist were admonished to not honor his 
legacy ONLY one day each year. As we all know, the work of social and racial 
justice is daily work...moment by moment work. Like Dr. King, we all get weary at 
the work that needs to be done. I remain bolstered by his unflagging belief that 
together we can achieve justice, and I walk the path with many, many local folks 
who continue on with his dream--OUR dream. But my work is to get even more folks 
involved in these efforts, especially faith leaders, to walk with us. 

  
In a few days, I leave for Nashville for a weeklong strategic training given by Faith In Action. I have gleaned that there will be 
many organizers like me there, along with directors and certainly faith leaders from around the country. I am eager to meet 
them and learn from their work so I can broaden and strengthen my efforts to build power in Syracuse. A main focus this year 
for ACTS will be building back up the Clergy Caucus--an essential goal if we are to truly have the power to impact change locally. 
If you are a faith leader reading this, I ask you to seriously consider joining us so we can build true power to impact local leaders 
in decision-making that fairly serves our entire community. And please request other faith leaders to join us--we need many, 
many more to stand for what is right. 
  
On January 21st, Channel 9 presented "The End of the 15th Ward." This once 
strongly connected, mostly black neighborhood in Syracuse was decimated when it 
was torn down to construct I-81 and other constructions called "urban renewal." It 
displaced, disconnected, and harmed that community. Almost 60 years later, we 
must raise our voices on what should happen now with I-81. We ALL play a part to 
repair the harm that has caused so much devastation and poverty that we work 
daily to transform. Last week in his state of the city address, Mayor Walsh strongly 
stated he supported the community grid. If you aren't currently aware of options 
around I-81 and what they mean for our city and neighbors, I urge you to educate 
yourself and invite others to learn more. The lives of so many depend on what we 
know and what we do. Let us work in solidarity to rebuild the vibrant community 
our neighbors deserve. Let us all keep MLK in our hearts each and every day to spur 
us on to act for justice. Linda Malik

Type to enter text

Picture from syracuse.com

ACTS End of the Year Appeal 

We are happy to report the success of the ACTS End of the Year Appeal.  Due to the efforts of our Leadership Council and Board 
of Directors, a total of $6,932. was received to support the work of our organization.  These dollars came from a total of 58 
contributors who donated an average of $120. each.  Thank you to everyone who worked on the campaign and to all who 
reached into their pockets to support the social justice work that ACTS is engaged in within our community.  Your contributions 
are very much appreciated and necessary to maintain and grow our organization.

http://syracuse.com
http://syracuse.com
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Equity in Education Task Force 

The Equity in Education task force continues to focus its attention on research and discussion around 
issues of integration and concerns in the Syracuse City School District and surrounding districts in 
Onondaga County. In December, in collaboration with CNY Solidarity, the task force held a workshop on 
advocacy in our schools. Presenters from the Alliance for Quality Education came and spoke with 
community members about tactics and the need for advocacy at the state level for equitable funding in 

our schools.  

In January the task force invited community members to our 
monthly meeting who have chosen to educate their children in the Syracuse City School 
District. Their stories were inspiring and enlightening as to the intangible benefits of a 
high-quality urban education. We continue to explore the issues of poverty and 
integration of our schools. In February we will be hosting Superintendent Jamie Alicea to 
hear about new initiatives in the SCSD along these topics.  This meeting will be held at 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, February 5th at Temple Concord.  All are welcome to attend. 

Regular meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at Temple Concord,7:00 PM. For more information, contact               
Kelly Ward at kkwrlt@aol.com

Co-chairs: Coran Klaver ccklaver@gmail.com 315-396-7070                                                                      

Clifford Ryan (OGs Against Gun Violence) and Tim Kirkland 

The Community Violence and Youth Task Force continues to 
concentrate its efforts on collaborations with the Alternatives to 
Violence Project (AVP) and OGs Against Violence.  The 
Alternatives to Violence Project is hosting another Basic AVP 
workshop February 1-3. This workshop is currently full, with a 
diverse list of youth and adult registrants. However, we are 
maintaining a waiting list for this workshop and a contact list 
for future workshops. A Trauma Resiliency Advanced AVP 
Workshop is tentatively scheduled for early June.  For more 
information, contact Coran Klaver at ccklaver@syr.edu. 

The Task Force also continues to collaborate with and support 
OGs Against Violence by hosting community walks and helping 
Clifford Ryan construct a Board of Directors, become a 501(c)
(3), secure funding, and so forth. Finally, Task Force Co-Chairs 
Clifford Ryan and Coran Klaver have done extensive outreach  

with the Poor People’s Campaign and the National Action 
Network’s Call to 
Action on Crime 
and the State of 
our Community, 
to forge 
connections and 
identify strategic 
partnerships for 
the Community Violence and Youth Task Force and for ACTS 
more broadly. Several members of the task for attended NAN’s 
Community Forum on January 16th and signed up to assist with 
several of the working groups that emerged from this meeting, 
such as Safe Passage/Corridors, Critical Incidents/Stress 
Management, and Healing Circles.

Community Violence and Youth Task Force 

The next CV&Y Task Force 
meeting will be held 

Tuesday, February 5th at 
7:00 PM at the Southwest 

Community Center

The next meeting is 
Tuesday, February 5th 

at 7:00 PM at 
Temple Concord 

mailto:ccklaver@syr.edu
mailto:ccklaver@syr.edu
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ACTS & Moving People Transportation 
Coalition Support the Community Grid 

Support the Community Grid as the best possible 
replacement alternative for I-81 viaduct.  This will be one of 
the most important decisions to face our region during our 
lifetime!  ACTS & Moving People Transportation Coalition 
(ACTS is the lead group) are actively participating in the I-81 
Cooperative, a broad group of stakeholders, to expand our 
outreach at this critical time to influence the process.  Please 
consider the important initiatives of our I-81 Cooperative 
partner, "Community 4 Grid", and become involved with 
their efforts! 
   
The decision on what to do with I-81 could potentially be 
made in the coming weeks. Governor Cuomo announced the 
Department of Transportation would release its Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement [DEIS] in early 2019, which 
will then be followed by a 45-day comment period in which 
time the community needs to voice their preferred 
option. The goal of the Community 4 Grid effort is to 
encourage concerned citizens to fill out advocacy 
postcards or fill out the online 
petition at www.communityforthegrid.com.  

Please consider one or more of the following ways to support 
the Community 4 Grid efforts:  

1. Sign the online petition: If you're on our mailing 
list, you've already signed on. Please encourage your friends 
and contacts to do the same. We have 1,000 signatures so 
far, let’s make it 10,000. Please get them to sign on, and let 
our representatives know our preferred option at:  https://
www.communityforthegrid.com/  
 
2. Organizational Meeting: Attend the meeting and invite 
your friends.  
https://www.facebook.com/events/285968958785232/ 
 
3. Sign up to be a volunteer: Sign up to be more active in 
helping the campaign to do outreach, education, and 
advocacy: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSeMNQ1NzZsD64zOxtXXp1AIt_7xNL5u1qs4QivpYE
9l-Ybu6g/viewform 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration 

On January 15th, members of ACTS joined in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration at Bethany Baptist Church.  The 
annual event is sponsored by the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of Syracuse & Vicinity.  Attendees at the celebration 
included Peter Sarver, ACTS Executive Director; Craig French, ACTS President; Linda Malik, Community Organizer; and members 
Coran Klaver, Nancy Gwin, Rev. Fred Daily, Joe Marusa, Linda Ervin and Beth Drew.   

Honorees at the event included: 

• Vicki Brackens, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major Award for Economic Justice 
• Al-amin Muhammed, Rev. William A. Mack Memorial Drum Major Award for Beloved Community 
• Raynette Releford, Rev. Lawrence Briggs Memorial Drum Major Award for Social Justice 
• Rev. Lessley Gilmore, President’s Award for Religion & Faith 
The celebration was uplifting and featured beautiful music provided by the IMA Celebration Choir.  The featured speaker was Rev. 
Ronald Grant, Pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in Hudson, NY.  All in attendance were inspired by his words and the call to action 
that was issued to continue the social justice work of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

http://www.communityforthegrid.com/
https://www.communityforthegrid.com/
https://www.communityforthegrid.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/285968958785232/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMNQ1NzZsD64zOxtXXp1AIt_7xNL5u1qs4QivpYE9l-Ybu6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMNQ1NzZsD64zOxtXXp1AIt_7xNL5u1qs4QivpYE9l-Ybu6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMNQ1NzZsD64zOxtXXp1AIt_7xNL5u1qs4QivpYE9l-Ybu6g/viewform
http://www.communityforthegrid.com/
https://www.communityforthegrid.com/
https://www.communityforthegrid.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/285968958785232/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMNQ1NzZsD64zOxtXXp1AIt_7xNL5u1qs4QivpYE9l-Ybu6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMNQ1NzZsD64zOxtXXp1AIt_7xNL5u1qs4QivpYE9l-Ybu6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMNQ1NzZsD64zOxtXXp1AIt_7xNL5u1qs4QivpYE9l-Ybu6g/viewform
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Race Matters Book Club 
“Our Kids” by Robert D. Putnam February 25th                                                                                    
7 PM at Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church

The ACTS “Race Matters” Book Club will read and discuss “OUR KIDS: The American Dream in Crisis” 
at its Monday, February 25th gathering.  Author Robert Putnam is the renowned Harvard scholar 
who earlier wrote “Bowling Alone: The Collapse & Revival of American Community.”   OUR KIDS is in 
paperback; 9 copies are available through OCPL system. 

The 4th Monday of the month book club will be held at Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church, 5299 
Jamesville Road, in Dewitt.  The 7 PM discussion group will be facilitated by Peter Sarver, ACTS 
Executive Director and Kelly Ward, Chair of the ACTS Equity in Education Task Force.   

The book club is open to all willing to tackle tough social issues in the context of white privilege and 
systemic racism.  There is no expectation of participation from session to session.  The gathering site 

varies from month to month.   

Here’s what others have said about OUR KIDS: 

“There are just a few essential reads if you want to understand the American social and political landscape today. Robert 
Putnam’s Our Kids . . . deserve[s] to be on that list.”  (David Brooks The New York Times) 
 
“Robert D. Putnam is technically a Harvard social scientist, but a better description might be poet laureate of civil society. In Our 

Kids, Putnam brings his talent for launching a high-level discussion to a timely topic. . . . No one can finish Our Kids and feel 
complacent about equal opportunity.” (Jason DeParle The New York Times Book 

Review) 
 
“Robert D. Putnam vividly captures a dynamic change in American society—the 
widening class-based opportunity gap among young people. The diminishing life 
chances of lower-class families and the expanding resources of the upper-class are 
contrasted in sharp relief in Our Kids, which also includes compelling suggestions 
of what we as a nation should do about this trend. Putnam’s new book is a must-
read for all Americans concerned about the future of our children.” (William Julius 
Wilson, Professor, Harvard University) 
 
“Robert Putnam weaves together scholarship and storytelling to paint a truly troubling picture of our country and its future. Our 

Kids makes it absolutely clear that we need to put aside our political bickering and fix how this country provides opportunity for its 
millions of poor children. This book should be required reading for every policymaker in America, if not every 
American.”    (Geoffrey Canada, President, the Harlem Children’s Zone) 

10/29/2018 Jewish Community Center, Dewitt

The February 25th discussion will 
be held at: 

Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church         
5299 Jamesville Road                            
Dewitt 

For more info, email Peter Sarver  
petersarveracts@gmail.com 

mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
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Sing Your Story in Ever Widening Circles, January 31st from 6:00-8:30 PM. Seeds for the Arts the Brady Faith Center is 
facilitating an evening of music at St. Lucy’s Church. Participants will include local musicians, Brady and St. Lucy's musicians, and 
Seeds for the Arts students. Donation of $10.00 at the door. 

Join in a Conversation with Mayor Ben Walsh & County Executive J. Ryan McMahon II, Thursday, January 31st,                 
6:30 – 7:30 PM (doors open at 5:30, hors d’oeuvres from 7:30 – 8:00).  Sponsored by FOCUS and Leadership Greater Syracuse.  
Registration is required for this event at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-conversation-with-county-executive-j-ryan-mcmahon-and-
mayor-ben-walsh-tickets-54528627593  

9th Annual World Interfaith Harmony Assembly – We are Family, Monday, February 4th from 6:00 – 8:30 PM at Southern 
Missionary Baptist Church (3143 Midland Ave.)  Established in 2010 by the United Nations Assembly, World Interfaith Harmony 
Assemblies seeks to affirm that mutual understanding and interfaith dialogue constitute important dimensions of a culture of peace. 
In places where these dialogues occur, people witness greater community cohesion and develop better connections for addressing 
serious societal issues.  Sponsored by InterFaith Works of Central New York and Women Transcending Boundaries.  All are welcome. 

Interfaith Works Racial Justice Awards, Wednesday, February 13th, 5:30 PM, prior to the preview of “Native Gardens” at Syracuse 
Stage. 

Where the Rubber Hits the Road: Spirituality for Everyday Life with Rev. Steven Moore, Psy.D., Thursday, February 28th 
at 7:00 PM at the Spiritual Renewal Center, 1342 Lancaster Ave.  Go to spiritualrenewalcenter.com or call (315) 472-6546 for 
additional information.  

“No Innocence This Side of the Womb,” on Thursday, February 28th at 5:00 PM in the Joyce Hergenhan 
Auditorium, Newhouse 3.  The event, hosted by the SU Newhouse Center for Global Engagement, will bring 
together Syracuse and South African artists, academics, activists and journalists to explore issues of equality, 
privilege and justice in Syracuse and South Africa. It is free and open to the public. Follow on Twitter at 
#SyracusetoSouthAfrica.  For more information check out this link. 

ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - February, 2019

Conversations with B. Moore Features Bishop Royster 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ACTS is pleased to begin its new affiliation with Faith-in-Action. In December, Bishop Dwayne Royster, Faith-in-Action’s 
National Political Director, came to Syracuse to help launch this new partnership. During that time, Bishop Royster   

was interviewed on “Conversations with B. Moore.” You can listen to this podcast using either of these links:

 https://soundcloud.com/user-251124901/conversations-episode-26-dr 
 https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/conversations-episode-26-dr/id1416923744?i=1000426930113&mt=2 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-conversation-with-county-executive-j-ryan-mcmahon-and-mayor-ben-walsh-tickets-54528627593
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-conversation-with-county-executive-j-ryan-mcmahon-and-mayor-ben-walsh-tickets-54528627593
http://spiritualrenewalcenter.com/
http://newhouseglobal.syr.edu/
https://news.syr.edu/blog/2019/01/24/feb-28-campus-symposium-explores-issues-of-equality-privilege-justice-in-south-africa-and-syracuse/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-conversation-with-county-executive-j-ryan-mcmahon-and-mayor-ben-walsh-tickets-54528627593
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-conversation-with-county-executive-j-ryan-mcmahon-and-mayor-ben-walsh-tickets-54528627593
http://spiritualrenewalcenter.com/
http://newhouseglobal.syr.edu/
https://news.syr.edu/blog/2019/01/24/feb-28-campus-symposium-explores-issues-of-equality-privilege-justice-in-south-africa-and-syracuse/

