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Monthly 
Meetings:

• Equity in 
Education Task 
Force 1st Monday, 
@ 7PM @ Temple 
Concord

• Criminal Justice 
Task Force 2nd 
Tuesday @ 5:15 
PM @ Grace 
Episcopal Church 
(Madison St. ent.) 

• Community 
Violence & Youth 
1st Tuesday @ 6:15 
PM @ Southwest 
CC 401 South 
Avenue  

• Youth Council 1st 
Saturday @ 5:00 
PM and 3rd 
Tuesday at 6:00 
PM @ Temple 
Concord

See full calendar of 
events on Page 2

From the ACTS President

A friend recently gave me a book on leadership, figuring it was something 
I’d be interested in. Or something I needed. Either way, she was right. The 
book looks at leadership through the lens of biographical sketches of 14 
persons from different eras and different parts of the globe—each of whom 
had a profound, positive and lasting impact on history and human life. The 
authors define leadership this way: “... leaders unite followers around a 

common goal. Leadership requires all three elements: a leader, followers, and 
a goal.” Great leaders, say the authors, are not without flaws and are often controversial. 
Nonetheless, they inspired followers in their own time—and continue to inspire us—by their 
courage, compassion, passionate commitment to justice, and transcendent moral vision.  

Early in the book, the authors re-tell a brief story from the life of Ida B. Wells—a woman whose 
name I knew, but little beyond that. Almost 100 years ago, investigative journalist, civil rights 
activist, and anti-lynching crusader Ida B. Wells snuck into a prison cell in rural Arkansas, where 
12 African-American sharecroppers sat waiting their death sentence, after being falsely accused 
and convicted of murder (following a jury deliberation of six minutes). After listening to them 
for awhile, this is what she told them: 

“I have been listening to you for nearly two hours. You have talked and sung and 
prayed about dying, and forgiving your enemies, and of feeling sure you are going 
to be received in the New Jerusalem....But why don’t you pray to live and ask to be 
freed. Let all your songs and prayers hereafter be songs of faith and hope that God 
will set you free. Quit talking about dying....Pray to live and believe you are going to 
get out.” 

When I think about ACTS, that’s how I think about the work we do. It’s not just about accepting 
and making do with life as it is. Nor is it simply about recognizing and complaining about 
social injustice in the world around us. In fact, it’s about imagining, proclaiming and striving 
for fullness of life, liberty and justice for all God’s children, whoever and wherever they may be. 
It’s both a challenge and a privilege to carry that fire in our bones every day. In the midst of 
meetings that often seem endless and going nowhere; and with work that often seems  
frustrating, tiresome and fruitless; it’s good to be reminded of why we do what we do. And why 
we can’t settle for anything less. 

Craig French 

PS   The book I mention is Moral Leadership for a Divided Age by David Gushee and Colin 
Holtz (Brazos Press, 2018). It’s well worth your time. And just to complete the Ida Wells’ story, 
because of her and others like her, all 12 sharecroppers were eventually set free. Who inspires 
you? Who keeps you going? 
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ACTS Organizational Calendar – December, 2018/January, 2019 

Save the Dates! 

On the Ground with OGs Anti-Violence Walk, Sunday, December 2nd at 5:00 PM (Meet at the corner of Midland 
and W. Glen Ave.) 

ACTS Equity in Education Task Force (Formerly Pre-K), Monday, December 3rd at 7:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Community Violence & Youth Task Force, Tuesday, December 4th at 6:15 PM, Shonnard St. Boys and Girls 
Club (note time and location change) 

ACTS Criminal Justice Task Force - Tuesday, December 11th, 5:15 PM at Grace Episcopal Church 

Faith in Action’s Bishop Dwayne Royster, National Policy Director and Regional Director Visit, Tuesday & 
Wednesday, December 11th and 12th, Schedule TBA.  More information will follow by email.  Click this link to visit 
Bishop Royster's blog. 

ACTS Research and Action Committee, Thursday, December 13th at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

Spring Banquet Committee, Tuesday, December 18th at 4:30 PM, Temple Concord 

Moving People Steering Committee, Sunday, December 27th at 3:00 PM, Park Central 

ACTS Board Meeting, Thursday, January 3rd at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club - “To Kill a Mockingbird”, Monday, January 28th at 7:00 PM at St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church, 7333 O’Brien Rd. in Baldwinsville. For more information contact Peter Sarver at 
petersarveracts@gmail.com 

ACTS Leadership Council, Tuesday, January 29th at 7:00 PM, location TBA 

ACTS Board of Directors, Thursday, January 31st at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

Bishop Dwayne Royster, Faith In Action Leader will visit  ACTS December 11-12th  (More information to follow)                            

ACTS Spring Banquet at Drumlins Tuesday, April 9, 2019                                                                                                                  

Faith in Action Regional Training July 2019 (exact weekend dates and location TBA) 

https://www.changethedamnworld.com/
https://www.changethedamnworld.com/
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
https://www.changethedamnworld.com/
https://www.changethedamnworld.com/
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
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Discussion Held on Documentary “Circle Up” 

ACTS Organizer,  
Linda Malik, facilitates a 

discussion on Restorative 
Justice with participants 

from the community 
following a showing of the 
documentary, “Circle Up”.  
“Circle Up” speaks to the 

practice and power of 
restorative justice through 
the work of Janet Connors 
and her quest for healing, 

accountability and 
community peace following 

the murder of her son. It 
was presented at ArtRage 

Gallery as part of The 
Gifford Foundation  

“What if...” film series. 

Since my last report, I had the 
privilege to spend a day in Buffalo to 
be with Faith in Action's Bishop 
Dwayne Royster. I also met 
with leaders of VOICE Buffalo and 
other organizations, culminating in a 
public meeting addressing 
longstanding access needs for the 
disabled and school solutions for the 
large student immigrant population. 
Calling on officials to respond in 
front of ~200 community members, 
we witnessed both the vast 
challenges that exist along with the 
potential for transformation when 
folks come together to demand 
justice. That is ACTS work as well. 

On November 8th, as a next step in 
the local Poor People's Campaign, 
about 50 people gathered at 
University United Methodist 
Church to discuss gun violence in 
Syracuse. A call for action was 
demanded which must be met by 
each of us, along with government 
leadership. We hear folks 
distressingly speaking about it, yet 
the Community Violence and Youth 
Task Force continues to lack sufficient 
engagement. Why the disconnect? 
Why aren't people more involved? 
How do we move from complaints 
and concern into action? I strive 
every day to unpack and address this 
issue.                                                            

Needless to say, this is not easy 
work and I welcome your ideas. 
                                                                   
I'm extremely excited to be working 
with Faith in Action and its effective 
regional director, Bishop Royster, in 
2019! However, I also believe that to 
truly build community engagement 
and membership, ACTS must do its 
own internal work on looking at its 
lack of diversity and issues around 
white privilege. I have heard this 
concern shared by many folks over 
the past three months, so now it's 
time to dig deep as ACTS strives to be 
an even more effective and 
diverse organization focused on 
social justice work.  Linda Malik 

Community Organizer Update 
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Equity in Education Task Force 

The Equity in Education Task Force is continuing to discuss and research issues regarding our segregated Onondaga county 
schools districts. Members are continuing to read and research the issue, listening and conducting outreach to leaders in the 
community who may be interested in this issue. We are looking forward to connecting with Say Yes, the Syracuse City School 

District and parents of children who are currently enrolled in SCSD and other districts 
throughout the county. We are hoping to partner with the Alliance for Quality Education 
for a workshop on school advocacy in the near future. 

Anyone who is interested in the issue of equity in education should attend our task force 
meetings. Meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at Temple Concord, 
7:00 PM. For more information, contact Kelly Ward at kkwrlt@aol.com.

Co-chairs: Coran Klaver ccklaver@gmail.com 315-396-7070                                                                      

Clifford Ryan (OGs Against Gun Violence) and Tim Kirkland 

ACTS Community Violence and Youth Task Force continues its 
alliance with OGs Against Gun Violence. Community walks, 
“On the Ground with OGs”, have been held in 
neighborhoods impacted by shootings and other violent 
incidents. These walks are restorative and intended to give 
residents hope and support. CV&Y Task Force members have 
also continued to attend memorials and vigils to offer 
support to families of victims. Future efforts may include 
regularly scheduled walks in different sectors of the city and 
“Safe Space” events providing adult presence in parks or 
other areas where children play.  

Alternatives to Violence (AVP) workshops continue at both 
the basic and advanced levels to build our base of trained 
individuals and community-based facilitators. “Mini” AVP 

workshops have been held at the Southside 
Communications Center and the Center for Community 
Alternatives (CCA) and workshops are planned for the 
Shonnard St. Boys and Girls Club in February for youth and 
staff. We are exploring the potential to offer programming at 
the Justice Center and the Hillbrook Youth Detention Facility. 

If you are interested 
in getting involved 
with this 
programming, 
serving as an adult 
chaperone at the 
Shonnard St. Boys 
and Girls Club or are seeking more information about the 
CV&Y Task Force, contact Coran Klaver ccklaver@gmail.com or 
(315) 396-7070.

Community Violence and Youth Task Force 

The next CV&Y Task 
Force meeting will be 

held Tuesday, 
December 4th at 6:15 
PM at the Shonnard St. 

Boys and Girls Club

The next meeting is 
Monday, December 3rd 

at 7:00 PM at 
Temple Concord 
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The Parliament of World Religions 

November 1-7, 2018 

The Parliament of World Religions, held this year in Toronto 
between November 1 and 7, may have been the best 
conference I have ever attended. It was the largest interfaith 
gathering in the world and is held every 3-5 years in 
different countries. Hendricks Chapel, where I am the 
Buddhist Chaplain, sponsored five chaplains, two staff 
persons, and six students. Amir Duric, who represents 
Hendricks on ACTS’ Leadership Council and is our Muslim 
Chaplain, was also there.  We will always be grateful to have 
had the opportunity to experience this wonderful gathering. 

The Parliament’s overall theme, The Promise of Inclusion, 

the Power of Love: Pursuing Global Understanding, 

Reconciliation and Change, was borne out in the fact that 
220 or more religious traditions, from all over the world, 
were represented, with up to ten thousand attendees. 
Plenary sessions every evening and morning allowed in-
depth exploration of many aspects of that theme including: 
Climate Action; Countering War, Hate, and Violence; Faith 

and Interfaith: From Grassroots to Global; Reconciliation; The 

Power and Role of Women; Next Generation: Young Leaders 

in the Interfaith Movement; and Justice: Social Action from 

Faith Perspectives. 

The plenary session that struck deepest for me was the 
Indigenous Assembly, where Perry Bellegarde, a ceremonial 
leader and political leader of 634 First Nations in Canada, 
challenged the audience to join in unity to guide our actions 
to support healing of Mother Earth. Additionally, Sid Hill, 
Chief of the Onondaga Nation and leader in the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, spoke about the Great Law of 

Peace as the divine system to guide humanity and heal 
Mother Earth. 

The first Parliament was in 1893, so this was the 125th 
Anniversary. At the 1893 Parliament in Chicago, Westerners 
in attendance were introduced to religions such as Japanese 
Buddhism (represented by Ven. Soyen Shaku) and Hinduism 
(represented by Swami Vivekananda). For me, this was an 
auspicious Parliament because Ven. Soyen Shaku’s talk so 
interested an American woman that she invited him back to 
the U.S.  The lineage of Buddhism in the U.S. that led to 
establishment of the Zen Center of Syracuse, where I 
practice, came about because of his return trip. The day 
before this year’s Parliament began, North American 
Buddhists of many different traditions came together for an 
intrafaith gathering.  The Zen Center’s abbot, Shinge Roshi 
Sherry Chayat, was on one of the panels for that day.   

Another highlight for all of us was the Sikh Community’s 
offering of Langar, a free vegetarian lunch given with great 
love to anyone who came. This photo is of some of the 
Hendricks Chapel group enjoying langar together. 
Bonnie Shoultz, Zen Center of Syracuse and Hendricks Chapel 
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Race Matters Book Club 
“To Kill A Mockingbird” by Harper Lee 
January 28 @ 7 PM
There will be no session during December.  The January 28 meeting of minds will take place @ 7 PM at St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church, 7333 Obrien Rd in Baldwinsville. 

The 1960 book by Harper Lee was recently voted “America’s best-loved novel” by 
readers nationwide.  It emerged as the winner from some 4 million votes cast in the 6 
month-long contest conducted through PBS’ “The Great American Read.”  100 titles 
were in contention. 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning masterwork of honor and injustice in the deep South is the 
story of one man’s heroism in the face of blind and violent hatred. 

One of the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird has been translated 
into more than forty languages, sold more than forty million copies worldwide, served 
as the basis for an enormously popular motion picture. A dramatic enactment of the 
story was produced by Syracuse Stage in 2016. 
  

A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it 
views a world of great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a young girl, as her father—a crusading local 
lawyer—risks everything to defend a black man unjustly accused of a terrible crime. 
  
Questions will be asked in the book club discussion as to whether this decades-old book has stood the test of time.  How 
should we measure the heroism of attorney Atticus Finch in the social environment of 2019?  Come, join in a lively debate 
among persons of faith & conscience. 

10/29/2018 Jewish Community Center, Dewitt

The January 28 discussion will be held at: 

St. Augustine’s Catholic Church                                      
7333 O’Brien Road Baldwinsville 

For more info, email Peter Sarver  
petersarveracts@gmail.com 

mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
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ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - December, 2018/January, 2019

Exhibition - Stitching Stories: The Quilts of Ellen Blalock at ArtRage 

Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.  Exhibition continues until January 12th.  Click on link 
above for more information.   

An Advent reflection with Fr. Roy Bourgeois "Crisis in the U.S. Catholic 
Church: Clericalism or the Gospel?” Tuesday, December 4th at 7:00 PM, All 
Saints Church, 1342 Lancaster Ave. 

Moving Healthcare, Climate and Financial Activism Forward, featuring 
speakers Katelyn Kriesel, Jim D’Aloisio and Sunny Aslam, Sunday, December 9th 

from 12:00 – 2:00 PM at First Unitarian Universalist, 109 Waring Rd. 

Community for the Grid Fundraiser, Wednesday, December 12th from 5:30 – 7:30 PM at Munjed’s Middle Eastern Café on 
Westcott St. 

Syracuse Community Choir Concert: Sacred Earth, Precious Life, Saturday, December 15th from 7:00 – 10:00 PM at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Montgomery St.  

IMA Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, Tuesday, January 15th, Time and location TBA 

Syracuse University’s 34th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, Sunday, January 27th at 
the Dome.  Dinner at 5:00 PM, program featuring Trevor Noah, author of “Born a Crime” begins at 7:00 PM.  
Tickets are required. For tickets and more information click here .  

First Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse presents: 

Moving Healthcare, Climate and Financial Activism Forward  
This event features a discussion of the next steps in getting universal healthcare, climate change solutions and how to best leverage 
your financial power.  Speakers include Katelyn Kriesel, Jim D’Aloisio and Sunny Aslam. 

When: Sunday, December 9th, 2018 from 12:00 – 2:00 PM 
Where: First Unitarian Universalist, 109 Waring Rd., Syracuse, NY 
All are welcome; there is no charge. 

Speakers and audience discussion for first hour. Progressive groups are invited to come and table the second hour. Contact Sunny 
Aslam to reserve a free space for tabling.  We’re stronger together!  For more information, contact: Sunny Aslam, 
spaslam@yahoo.com, (315) 439-8992 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2039833446062502/?acontext=%257B%2522action_history%2522%253A%255b%257B%2522surface%2522%253A%2522dashboard%2522%252C%2522mechanism%2522%253A%2522calendar_tab_event%2522%252C%2522extra_data%2522%253A%2522%255b%255d%2522%257D%255d%252C%2522source%2522%253A2%257D
http://mlk.syr.edu/?_ga=2.217208917.2131380986.1543503507-851543994.1461289397
mailto:spaslam@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/2039833446062502/?acontext=%257B%2522action_history%2522%253A%255b%257B%2522surface%2522%253A%2522dashboard%2522%252C%2522mechanism%2522%253A%2522calendar_tab_event%2522%252C%2522extra_data%2522%253A%2522%255b%255d%2522%257D%255d%252C%2522source%2522%253A2%257D
http://mlk.syr.edu/?_ga=2.217208917.2131380986.1543503507-851543994.1461289397
mailto:spaslam@yahoo.com

