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“Why don’t you come meet me on the trail?” He made it sound as simple as rolling out of 
bed, lacing up my hiking boots, and filling up a water bottle. I knew better. It was 
simultaneously both an invitation and a challenge. I had already agreed to drive to Lake 
Placid to pick him up at the end of his two week solo hike from Northville. Once upon a 
time, he, his brother and I had thought nothing of loading up our backpacks and spending 
a week on the trail in places like Vermont and California. But those days were long gone. 
Still, his offer beckoned, awakening fond memories. So on a chill, dark, damp September 
morning, I hit the trail at 7 AM, determined to show my son—and myself—that I was up to 
the challenge. 

The goal was to meet him at Wanika Falls—a “mere” 6.5+ mile hike from my starting point ... times two, since I would 
then have to turn around and retrace my route back to the car. It only took a few steps to remember what I had 
forgotten—the smell of the pines ... the peacefulness, beauty and quiet of the forest. A few steps more refreshed my 
memory in other ways—specifically, that this was way different from setting forth and maintaining a steady pace on a 
city sidewalk or rubberized school track ... that the trail required constant attention as it bent this way and that, went up 
and down, and was full of rocks and roots ready to trip me up. I’d also forgotten how muddy and slippery the trail could 
be, adding to the “fun” of it all. Every moment and every step were a pitfall-in-waiting. I slowed my pace accordingly, 
marking each step carefully. Then, without warning, down I went anyway. Suddenly and swiftly, with just barely enough 
time to turn my head to avoid an on-rushing rock. I collected myself, pushed myself back up off the ground, 
straightened my daypack and set off again, still determined to meet my son at Wanika Falls. 

Before I got there, though, other obstacles emerged: a shallow creek or two, forcing me to pick my way across half-
submerged rocks; slick or rotting split logs spanning low spots on the trail; places where the trail seemed to disappear; 
a spot where the trail led straight into a pool of water, requiring me to go off-trail, make my way around the pool, then 
find my way back to the trail; and finally, the grand-daddy of them all—a wide and deep creek with no apparent way of 
getting across without wading into it and getting soaking wet. Was this the end of the trail for me? Should I just plop 
down on the ground and wait for my son to arrive and make his way across to me? I’ll admit it—I gave that some serious 
consideration. After all, it was his trip, not mine. It didn’t take long, though, to decide that I needed to give it a try at 
least, for both our sakes. I picked my way upstream to where I found a line of rocks in the water and, leaping from one 
to another, safely made my way across and on to my son’s rendezvous. Not quite all the way to Wanika Falls ... but in 
the end the rendezvous, not the scenery, was what mattered.  

+   +   +   +   + 

As I hiked, I thought of the journey ACTS has begun—a journey to confront the racism, cultural bias and white 
supremacy built into our work and structure ... a journey whose destination is important but uncertain and 
unassured ... a journey that is full of risks, detours, pitfalls and obstacles ... a journey where some (many? all?) of us will 
end up muddy and flat on our face at one point or another. We began the journey at the September Leadership 
Council meeting. Actually, it began back at the June Leadership Council session, when the issue broke out into the 
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(President’s message, continued) 
open. But at the September meeting, we were led by Mr. Patrick Johnson (of Utica) 
in a very honest, heartfelt and powerful conversation about the reality of racism, its 
impact on all of our lives (both persons of color and those who are white), and 
what it will take to create racial justice and equity. The 35 - 40 persons who 
attended the September meeting were so taken by what was happening that they 
scuttled the rest of the agenda, decided to continue the conversation for a second 
(and unplanned) hour, and agreed to schedule a full six hour workshop with 
Patrick Johnson. (See details in Community Organizer Update and notice on    
page 8.) 

As an organization, we have made “race, poverty and power” our central focus. It’s 
one thing, however, to look at where race, poverty and power are problematic in 
the community at large ... and an entirely different matter to look in the mirror at 
ourselves and how we, both knowingly and unknowingly, are complicit in 
perpetuating racism, racial injustice and racial inequity. This is important and 
essential work for us, no matter what it takes or how long it lasts. And like my Adirondack hike, what matters most is keeping 
going, regardless of the difficulty, until we reach the rendezvous point ... our commitment to dwelling and working side by 
side as full equals and partners. 

Craig French 

ACTS Youth Council - Saturday, October 5th, 5:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Equity in Education Research Group - Monday, October 7th, 5:30 PM, Living Water COGIC, 121 Huron St.  

Research in Action Committee - Thursday, October 10th, 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Youth Council - Wednesday, October 16th, 6:00 PM, Temple Concord 

ACTS Financial Sustainability Committee – Tuesday, October 22nd at 8:30 AM, Bruegger’s Nottingham Plaza  

ACTS Board Meeting – Thursday, October 24th at 5:30 PM, Temple Concord 
  
ACTS Race Matters Book Club – Monday, October 28th, 7:00 PM at Holy Cross Church, 4112 E. Genesee St. Dewitt, 
featuring “Love Your Enemies” by Arthur C. Brooks 

November Newsletter Items Due - Tuesday, October 22nd. The next issue of the ACTS newsletter will be emailed 
by November 1st.  Please email all submissions to lindamulvey@acts-syracuse.org 

ACTS Organizational Calendar – October 2019

mailto:lindamulvey@acts-syracuse.org
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Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance (IMA) and 

 

Present 

Onondaga County District Attorney  

Candidates’ Forum 
 

Wednesday, October 22, 2019 

6:30 PM 

Southwest Community Connections 

(Formerly Southwest Community Center) 

401 South Ave., Syracuse NY 

 

Invited Candidates:   

 

  William Fitzpatrick             Chuck Keller                  Gary Lavine 

Tuesday,
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In 2016, Ibram X. Kendi wrote the powerful 
book Stamped from the Beginning, where "Kendi 

chronicles the entire 
story of anti-Black 
racist ideas and their 
staggering power over 
the course of American 
history." In his newest 
book, How to be an 
Antiracist, he looks at 
the false hierarchies of 
human value. That 

struck me, as Faith in Action (FIA) has used that very same 
language to engage people of faith to work together to 
build power so we can challenge and dismantle these 
vastly rooted, systemic structures of injustice in our 
society.  

At the recent FIA regional training near Philly, where five 
ACTS members attended, we examined power and how 
too many of us view power as bad, harmful or 
destructive. Our facilitator explained that the historical 
narrative about power linked to corruption was 
SPECIFICALLY crafted in order to keep power away from 
"We, the People." Now we are poised to stand in 
GENUINE power--the power of love and truth--a creative 
force for good. If we are to work for justice, we must, as a 
community, own OUR POWER to make change. 

To be truly powerful, ACTS is currently undertaking steps 
that looks deeply into our own racism. As an organization 
that is still predominantly white, it is essential that we 
recognize and own our white privilege which comes out 

of a long history of white dominance and supremacy. 
ACTS is committed to Kendi's statement that "being an 
antiracist requires persistent self-awareness, constant 
self-criticism and regular self-examination." 

At the recent ACTS Leadership Council meeting on 
September 10th, Patrick Johnson joined us to provide an 
abridged training/dialog that evening. An extraordinary 
facilitator with 18 years’ experience, Patrick is from 
nearby Utica and specializes in 
race and race relations, harm 
reduction, community relations, 
and education about 
institutional and societal racism. 
For more than 90 minutes, the 
40+ attendees were profoundly 
engaged by this work, spoke 
vulnerably and authentically, 
and overwhelmingly asked for 
more time to dig deeper into this powerful work. 

ACTS is pleased to let you know that we will be providing 
a free, two-night training that Patrick.  These sessions will 
be held on Monday and Thursday, November 18th 
and 21st with a light supper at 5:00 PM and 
program to follow from 6:00 – 9:00 PM each 
evening (location TBA).  Attendance at the first 
session is NOT a requirement to attend.  All are welcome 
and I hope you will make a commitment to join us for 
this powerful and transformational racial justice dialog.  

Linda Malik, ACTS Organizer 

Type to enter text

Seize the Power - Community Organizer Update 

Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) 
910 Madison Street, Syracuse, NY  13210 
315-416-6363  
acts.cny@gmail.com 
www.acts-syracuse.org  

mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
http://www.acts-syracuse.org/
mailto:acts.cny@gmail.com
http://www.acts-syracuse.org/
https://www.patrickjohnsonconsulting.com/
https://www.patrickjohnsonconsulting.com/
https://www.patrickjohnsonconsulting.com/
https://www.patrickjohnsonconsulting.com/
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ACTS Individual Membership Drive 

ACTS Youth Council Update 

The Equity in Education Task Force met with on September 9th at Living Water COGIC.  The meeting was a joint 
meeting uniting the existing task force with the new Equity in Education Research Group formed at the Faith in Action 
training session in June.  

The group discussed the status of the regional STEAM high school.  In May 2019 the Onondaga County Legislature 
passed a resolution to assist in financing the renovation of the former Central Tech High School.  In June, the NYS 
Assembly and Senate passed legislation paving the way for financing to occur.  While Governor Cuomo has 
previously pledged support for this initiative, he has not yet signed off on the legislation (Assembly Bill A07914A, 
and Senate Bill S05946B).  Research group members are following up with calls to Governor Cuomo to request that 
he sign the bills as soon as possible to allow the proposed STEAM school to move forward. 

The new Equity in Education Research group will meeting again on Monday, October 7th at 5:30 PM at 
Living Water COGIC, 121 Huron St.  The agenda will include identifying focus issues and key people to engage in 
the work.  Anyone interested in education equity issues is welcome to join the group!   

Equity in Education Research Group

In August the Youth Council unanimously approved and welcomed our new co-advisor, Mr. Josh King.  Other leaders 
of ACTS Youth Council include: Sandy Baker, co-advisor; Dom Donnay and Hawa Omar, co-chairs; Dahabo Farah and 
Shukri Sharif.  
  
For the coming year, we shifted our focus from food to education. Currently, we are conducting research on how 
college and career centers benefit students. Our ultimate goal is to have College and Career Centers located within 
our five city high schools.  We are also been focusing on ways 
to recruit more members to the Youth Council. We would like 
to visit after school programs, and inform students about what 
ACTS Youth Council is, and what we do. One of the things we 
would like to do is to host meetings in other locations so 
students can more easily participate in Youth Council activities. 
  
On September 18th, the Youth Council members attended 
dinner at Phoebe’s and “Thoughts of a Colored Man” at the 
Syracuse Stage. Everyone enjoyed it, and could connect to its’ 
powerful messages in our own ways.  Upcoming meeting are 
scheduled for October 5th, 2019 at 5:00 PM and October 16th, 2019 at 6:00 PM.  Youth Council meets every first 
Saturday of the month at 5:00 - 6:30 and every third Wednesday at 6:00 - 7:30.  Contact the Youth Council at: 
actsyouthcouncil@gmail.com

mailto:actsyouthcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:actsyouthcouncil@gmail.com
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Operation Northern Comfort is planning SC61, a working relief and 
rehabilitation trip to the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  The trip will take 
place October 13-19, 2019. 

There are still many families that need help and homes that need 
work in coastal North Carolina.  We expect our tasks to include a 
lot of fixup work including sheetrocking, painting, etc.  No 
experience is needed, just a willingness to learn, work and assist 
others! 

The cost for the trip is $200. and includes round-trip transportation, meals 
and lodging.  Those interested can sign up at the website - www.operationnc.org - 
or for more information, contact Dave Robinson drr1123@gmail.com 

Another trip is planned for January 2020 and will take place from January 12 – 18th.  Make plans now to participate! 

Operation Northern Comfort Needs Your Help

ArtRage Exhibition - Recreating Home:  The Refugee Experience, September 14th – October 26th at 505 Hawley 
Ave.  Details at http://artragegallery.org/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/  

Town Hall Meeting - Building a Lead-Safe Community – Tuesday, October 1st, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at the 
John H. Mulroy Civic Center Carrier Theater, 421 Montgomery St.  Open to all people who want to stop lead 
paint poisoning in Syracuse. 

Vera House 30th Anniversary Report to the Community on Domestice & Sexual Violence – 
Wednesday, October 2nd 5:30 PM at Everson Museum.  Free and open to the public. 

Onondaga Lake Public Beach People’s Forum – Wednesday, October 2nd, 6:30 PM at UUMC, 324 University 
Ave.  Moderator:  Richelle Brown, A Better Future for Onondaga Lake  

Join the Early Childhood Alliance in Supporting Investment in Early Childhood Initiatives – 
Thursday, October 3rd, 6:00 p.m. at the Legislative Chambers in Onondaga County Courthouse. 

(calendar continued next page) 

ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - October 2019
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Voter Registration Deadline for the 2019 General Election – Friday, October 11th 

On the Ground with OGs Anti-Violence Walk--Mission District with Mayor Ben Walsh – Friday, October 11th at 
6:00 PM.  Meet at Centro Bus Garage, 200 Cortland Ave. 

Conversations For Win-Win With The I-81 Replacement Alternative – Tuesday, October 15th,   7:00 PM at 
1st Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip St., Liverpool.  Facilitated by Peter Sarver, Executive Director of ACTS and Convener for 
Moving People Transportation Coalition.  (Next Conversation is scheduled for Wednesday, November 6th, 7:00 PM – Pebble 
Hill Presbyterian Church, 5299 Jamesville Rd., Dewitt) 

Syracuse Violence Reduction Expo – Saturday, October 19th from 12:00 – 4:00 PM at Salt Space Theater, 103 Wyoming 
St.  Sponsored by OG’s Against Violence, Inc. For more information, contact Clifford Ryan (607)235-4489 
cyran81393@gmail.com or Mike Montes mmontes108@gmail.com 

400 Years of Inequality 1619 - 2019, An Observance for a Just Future  Sunday, October 20th, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at 
Hopps Memorial CME Church, 1110 S. State St. Sponsored by the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance. 

Rahma Clinic 8th Annual Fundraising Dinner – Sunday, October 20th, 5:00 PM at Drumlins Country Club, 800 
Nottingham Rd.  For tickets contact Uzma Farrukh or Viki Stankovska at rahmahealth@gmail.com  

District Attorney Candidate’s Forum – Tuesday, October 22nd, 6:30 PM at the Southwest Community Connections 
(formerly Southwest Community Center), 401 South Ave.  Event is co-sponsored by the Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance (IMA) and the Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) 

Interfaith Initiatives 29th Annual Spiritual Care Day, “Cultivating Space for Forgiveness” – Thursday, 
October 24th at 8:00 AM (registration), program from 8:45 – 12:30 PM at Crouse Hospital Marley Education Center, 765 
Irving Ave. For more information contact an event administrator at (315)449-3552, ext. 111 or email events@ifwcny.org 

Congressional District 24 Candidate Forum – Thursday, October 24th, Bishop Harrison Center, 1340 Lancaster Ave.  
Attendance expected from Dana Balter, Roger Misso and Francis Conole.   Mr. Katko has been invited.  Hosted by Indivisible 
Salt City, co-sponsored by IndivisibleNY24. 

Brady Faith Center 2019 God Love Ya Awards Breakfast – Sunday, October 27th at 11:30 AM at Marriott Syracuse 
Downtown Finger Lakes Ballroom.  Tickets at www.bradyfaithcenter.org   Honorees include Nancy McCoy and Sister Ida 
Gregoire, RSM. 

Upcoming Dates to Note: 

Nov 5: ELECTION DAY. General election for local and county offices   

White Privilege Symposium Tools for Creating a Just Future for All – November 15 – 
16th at Asbury First united Methodist Church, 1050 East Ave. Rochester, NY.  Register at https://
cvent.me/vQBBw.  Program features Dr. Yusef Salaam, Dr. Jacqueline Battalora and Dr. Bettina L. 
Love 

ACTS Community Calendar of Local Events - October 2019
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Meet the New ACTS Office Manager

ACTS welcomes Calypso “Caly” Doran, ACTS Office 
Manager, to her new position.  Caly currently works 
mornings in a similar capacity at First Unitarian 
Universalist Society of Syracuse.  She will serve as the 
ACTS Office Manager, a part-time position, in addition to 
that role.   

Caly studied Film, Photography and Visual Arts at Ithaca 
College.  She is the owner, photographer and editor of 
Calypso Rae Photography where she specializes in 
wedding and event photography.  Caly also has 
experience in business operations and customer service.  
She resides in Syracuse’s Westcott neighborhood (an area 
they love dearly) with her husband, Steve, and their 
daughter, Lucy Bee.  In their free time, they love exploring 
the various campgrounds of Upstate New York. 

We welcome Caly to the ACTS family and look forward to working with her to streamline ACTS office work to further 
strengthen our organization. 

Mark Your Calendars for Important ACTS Meetings and Social Justice Event! 

Part I - Structural Racism and Cultural Bias Session with Patrick Johnson - Monday, November 
18th, 5:00-9:00 PM (light dinner for all and Leadership Council meeting at 5:00 PM, program begins 
6:00 PM) Location TBA. 

Part 2 - Structural Racism and Cultural Bias Session with Patrick Johnson - Thursday, 
November 21st, 5:00-9:00 PM (light dinner at 5:00 PM, program begins at 6:00 PM) Location TBA 

Annual Meeting - Monday, January 13, 2020 at 7:00 PM. Location TBA 

Please plan to attend and engage with us on the this important work! Registration details 

for November sessions will follow via email. 

https://www.calypsoraephotography.com/
https://www.calypsoraephotography.com/
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Moving People Transportation Coalition Holds First Community Conversation Re I-81 

Moving People held the first of four Community Conversations at St. Augustine’s Church in Baldwinsville on 
September 18th.  Area residents came with a load of questions and went away with a much better understanding of 
the Community Grid replacement alternative for I-81 interstate system in the region. Playing a lead role in the open-
ended forum was Dave Babcock, retired engineer, past President of ACTS, member of the Moving People Steering 
Committee and active parishioner in Baldwinsville. 

Moving People raised the fundamental dilemma for many people: 

How we can avoid the binary problem of “winners & losers” when it comes to the best possible 
replacement alternative for the I-81? 

Since Moving People Transportation Coalition was formed 6 years ago, we have been committed to conversations 
where we acknowledge that big changes result in both embracing new possibilities and accepting the need for 
adapting our old ways of 
doing things. 

We all share more in 
common than divides us in a 
collective choice with I-81. 

We all want economic 
growth and prosperity for the 
region with a vital city as its 
hub. 

We all want to be able to get 
from one place to another 
efficiently with minimal 
hassle, whether we travel by 
car, bus, bike or foot. 

Bring your questions to a conversation with your fellow citizens from the suburbs and the city to see if we can define 
a new perspective where there is a sense of win-win for all stakeholders! 

More Opportunities for Conversations: 

Tuesday, October 15th @ 7:00 PM – 1st Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip St., Liverpool 

Wednesday, November 6th @ 7:00 PM – Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church, 5299 Jamesville Rd., Dewitt 

The Conversations will be facilitated by Peter Sarver, Executive Director of ACTS and Convener for Moving People 
Transportation Coalition.  Other knowledgeable persons will be available as resources. 

photo from syracuse.com

http://syracuse.com
http://syracuse.com
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“Race Matters” Book Club

“Race Matters” Book Club takes a twist this coming month with reading/discussion of “Love Your Enemies – 
How Decent People Can Save America from the Culture of Contempt” by Arthur C. Brooks.  The author is a 
center-right-independent social scientist and commentator known to many in the Syracuse community from his 
years at SU.  A book interview with Dr. Brooks on PBS NewsHour is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NO0gesJOqQ4   
  

The 4th Monday meeting of the ACTS sponsored monthly book club will be 
held on October 28th, 7:00 PM at Holy Cross Church, where Brooks 
was a parishioner, 4112 E. Genesee, in Dewitt.  Book club gatherings are 
free and open to all in the community.  Sites do rotate to different areas in 
the county.  Regular membership is not required, it varies from month to 
month.  For more information, contact ACTS Facilitator, Peter Sarver at 
petersarverACTS@gmail.com   

Publicity comments from the Publisher’s Web Site follows: 
Divisive politicians. Screaming heads on television. Angry campus activists. 
Twitter trolls. Today in America, there is an “outrage industrial complex” 
that prospers by setting American against American, creating a “culture of 
contempt”—the habit of seeing people who disagree with us not as merely 
incorrect, but as worthless and defective. Maybe, like more than nine out 
of ten Americans, you dislike it. But hey, either you play along, or you’ll be 
left behind, right?  WRONG 

In Love Your Enemies, the New York Times bestselling author and social 
scientist Arthur C. Brooks shows that abuse and outrage are not the right formula for lasting success. Brooks blends 
cutting-edge behavioral research, ancient wisdom, and a decade of experience of experience leading one of 
America’s top policy think tanks in a work that offers a better way to lead based on bridging divides and mending 
relationships. 

Brooks’ prescriptions are unconventional. To bring America together, we shouldn’t try to agree more. There is no 
need for mushy moderation, because disagreement is the secret to excellence. Civility and tolerance shouldn’t be 
our goals, because they are hopelessly low standards. And our feelings toward our foes are irrelevant; what matters 
is how we choose to act. 

Love Your Enemies offers a clear strategy for victory for a new generation of leaders. It is a rallying cry for people 
hoping for a new era of American progress. Most of all, it is a roadmap to arrive at the happiness that comes when 
we choose to love one another, despite our differences. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO0gesJOqQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO0gesJOqQ4
mailto:petersarverACTS@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO0gesJOqQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO0gesJOqQ4
mailto:petersarverACTS@gmail.com
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